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Max's Inability to comply with th$ 



J O H N VI. 44; 

$0 Man can come U m y except the Father ytbicb Bath 
fent me draw him, ' 

f*-^'*"fr4 , * i T is, no doijbr, of the jtft importance, that 
T"*"*"*TT people fhould be convinced, and made 
-$.-$• I .$..4. thoroughly fehfible of their impotence and 
a. *lF belplefnefs in thcmfelves, and their entire 
]|^XTa^X dependence on divine grace, for falvation. 
T^ So long as finnsrs think, they can recom- 
mend themfelvea to the favour of God, by their own. 
righteoajheli, they will never " come unto Chrift, that 
" they might have life." For " the whole have nb need 
" of the phyfician,but they that are fick." Andfo long, 
as perfons imagine they labour under no infuperable ina- 
bility, as to complying with the goipel, they will never 
feel their dependence on him, who ajone is able to work 
in them, ** the whole good plcafure of his goodnefs, and ( 
A z "the 
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'**. the yfaxk fef faith ; with pewter." liTor will they feel 
^ilpoi^d^ dr fee the oecafiqg they haye, to " give unto 
* God the gjory, wtiicfr is infeteed due ttjjto his name,** 
In thfeir falvation. Accordingly, the depravity, blindnefs 
and dijadn jfs ofepank^d, in ^hing*of,a4pirittlfT nature* 
and their* utter inability .to comply' with the gofpel, as 
well as to obtain falvation by the dpecjs of the law, are 
much inculcat e d an^ i n fi ftc dcto y-ifHhe fa€f€€^riptur«$. 

Bt/T thed, therfe is a difficulty, in the hlinds of many* 
fc<?*tt to, teeohcile, thk Jptal hplplefimft ai fimiers,«witktfep 
fincetity ol the ga£p<$t dflFefs^ or VitVthe ju&ci* of meflV 
being condemned and jiuofft^jfor theft impenitences 
and unbelief. And indeed, ^t-dbe^ feem as if men could 
not be t6 blame* fpr not doing impoltibilities ; Nor 
fi^M-weia : othtfr wJTc?^. tljio jc tJiecc; wa&imuch r kindn'cfa 
or fincerity,' ih offering a favoifc- oh conditions that weri 
Jcnown to be itnpraaicabl^ '" ; "' x "" "" " x % 

Thbri is fefcftre aA/oiftv, I b*fievfe,'that Ijas evertho't 
hmqh shout religion, b,ut what has, at one time olr a- 
flier? felt hitiifelf N ]j$n^i»d'^ i cii ' thtV- dltfficuTcr . ; AntHeii 
won't to have a"hioft'pernicioa^ihduence upon the minds 
of finners in general ; but more efpecially* whfcn "they 
come to be undec ^a^eningsi jstnd begin ,tp enquire*. 
**■' Whir/they frail db'tb J be feved.!* " According to wha\ 
they hedVih ferm6n;vylea,ahd according to what they re?d 
iii th&fbibte^ they ^fc greatlt at alolV to fee* hdw (he 
^yl6f .^he l^ord cati'be eqfuaL "The earriai ttiind,r they; 
fit tdld, '*< \i *-^4- not fubjeifttd the law of God r niei- 
^^tiWdctd'cati b^** And that, yu they'thatars ititht 



Ufa iankfifi'plteft God.** They are therefore under a 
hfc^fy'bf finding, yea, of doing nothing elfe but fia. 
Ai^fiyeb, *? fev;ery tranfgreftiori ^nd difbbedteace *' is to 
reicSM i ft:6ttdtta^fut ** reeompence of reward,"' the 
wrathW t36d bfeirtg '*•• rfevealed from heaven, againft all 
tf unga&ihfefc ifttF Unrighteoufnefeof men.* 1 And rib 
relief, A deii^er^afefe froih >vrath, i* ttt hi hoped for 

tkrQugh l^c g»rpeli but iipon iiftpoffifclt condition*? Sock 

fcoaditions 
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conations as no natural man, no one who is dead ia 
trefpiafles ami fins, ever did, ever, will, or can comply 
with. And yet a non-compliance with the fe conditions* 

'. c*pofes to an amazingly aggravated, additional condemn 
nation; infomuch that it will be more tolerable for So* 
dom and Gomorrah, in the day of judgment, . than for 
thofe who enjoy the light of the gofpel, and do not emf 
brace the falvation it offers* 

But how thefe t hi rigs are confident with reafon; how 
they can ever be reconciled with the goodnefs, or the jufc 
^ice^of God, they are greatly at a lofs* Such a view of 

. the matter, Teems to them to make the Moft High indeed^ 
What the (lothful fervantfaid, a hard matter* " reaping 
" where he has not fown, and gathering .where he\ J\a< 
" not ltrewed;** Or* like the cruel Egyptian taflc- 
mafters, requiring the full tale of brick, without allowing 
the neceflVry ftraw* requiring that of his creatures which 
Jie knows' exceeds their uXmoft ftrength, and then the)r 
are beaten; yea, m oft be punifheduwith' everlafting d*-> 
ftru&ion, for nbt doing, whit they would do with all their 
hearty btttMt is no more in their power* than it is to make 
a world: <';"'->- * ; 

Now, Until tliis. difficulty tan b$ fairly got over in peo* 
pie's minds, it feems impoffible they fliould, in their con-* 
fctences, juftiff Gbd^ or condemn tbercifelves as he con- 
demn* them. Or thapthey Ihould underftand, either the 
juttice of the divine law, or the grace of tho gotptl. It 
is therefore certainly highly neceffary, that what the ftrrip- 
tu re fays upon this fubjed, (hould be fet, in a confident' 
light, foasto commend itfelf to every man's conference, in • 
the fight 'of God, 

TriitRE are feveral ways, in which this has been at- 
tempted. Some account for GotJ^s fufpending our falva- 
ition upon impotfible conditions, and condemning men » 

„ for not doing what it is not in their power to do> by ob- 
fcrving, that we loft our power by the fall. Our prefent 
imknefs and bkjdnefs> w** brought upqn us as a riglw : 
^ ^ ; ''"-" * r y ' teous. 
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tcofos pumflunent, for the difofyedieuce of Adanj ; an<J 
God, they fay, has not loft his right to command, becaufe* 
man, by his owrc, folly and fin, Has loft his ability Jo p- 
bey.. That b, ,we ought* it is q'dr prefent real" 'duty to 
exfertv not only all tMsftwngth wc.a&ually have, put all 
Mrcfhould have hM> had it not b^en for the origin^ a* 

But to this it will be obje&c&.th&t we ney?r* reafop 
»wKjndge;in fuch a manner* ia any other cafe, Vjfc do 
not think thofe-whohave loft their eyes, are ftill to blatyje 
for not feeing; bf-thfcfe who have loft tjieir reafon, for 
ri&t^anderftanding; or that it is the duty of tjiofc to la- 
Ippttrwith their hands,, who have po hands jo labour with, 
Nidt, though we. fuppbfe they were deprived of thofe fa- 
culties, in a righteous. manner* for their K fins» Or, fuppofe 
a fervanr, by his own folly and bad condudl;, has brought 
z£ld£ fickncfsupoqhimfclf*, do we think it reasonable 
forhis matter, ftill to require him to go out into ^he field, 
every day, and do 'as much work^as if he was well ? And 
h the fervanc to blame, in hot obeying fuch commands f 
Does, he daily .commit new fin, in n$t working, when 
perhaps he now wifhes with all his heart he was able to, 
do it ; : but has not ftrcngth enough' to go a ftep, or bear 
his. weight ? \ % ■/• 

It muft, I think* be granted* we dp generally fuppofe, 
a lean's prefent cl<*ty<raonot exceed his prefent ftrengtfa; 
eVen let his strength have been impared by what means 
it will. We never hear even a good man, pretend to>e- 
pent or blame himfelf, that he has not feen the light of * 
the fun all day, and refolve not to fre guilty of the fame 
fin to-morrow, when he has been done blind for twenty, 
years. Ifhall not therefore, undertake the defence of 
this, as any folution of the difficulty* to the apprehenfion 
of reafon and common fenfe. Nor can I think that any 
one was ey.er inwardly convinced of the fin of unbelief in 
this way. However well meant it might probably be, 
by*tl*c firft inyentcrs.Qfit, i{ feeow rattier calculated to 
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tafe the cohfciencies of men, by caftirig all red blame, 
back upon the firft (in only. 

Others, (and thofe who would not be thought, and are 1 
hot jfufpefted, to leanin any meafure towards arminianifm) 
havfe fuppofed it ncceffary to foften matters a little,' as td 
the fovereignty of grace, and the helplefnefs of finners, if 
we would avoid the above inconfiftency, or reflection up- 
on the divine juft ice. They would have it maintained, 
indeed, that finners are unable to do taueh, if any thing' 
towards their felvation, merely of themfelves. Nor do* 
they fuppofe that any one is ever brought to true repen- 
tance and faith. inChfift, without the fpecial grace of 
God. But then they apprehend, it may, and irtuft be ad- 
mitted, that finners areable,.by the help of eommsn grace, 
to do thofe things which are connected with, and may be 
confidered as a fort of preliminary conditions of fa 1 vat ion :' 
conditions upon which regeneration, 8p an ability to come 
up to the a&ual terms of the gofpcl, is promifed, or howe- 
ver, will undoubtedly be befto wed. That is, they fi$ ppofe,' 
if finners will feek and pray, nfe the means of grace, and do 
the beft that perfons under (heir circumftances,and having 
ibch hearts afs they have, may do ; God will not be wanting 
on his part, or leave theta to perifh, That if they exerc 
all the ftrcngtb, and make a good improvement of all 
the a ffi fiance they have, they fhall have more, and more 
given them ; till in the end they are enabled to obtain 
mercy, and to lay hold on eternal life. That if there are 
iio abfolute promifes, to fuch earned and fincere, though 
feeble, efforts taf the unregenerate, yet certainly there are 
many very precious encouragements \ which may indeed, 
fccurely enough be relied on. So that, on the whloe, no 
finner is under any real impoflibiiity of obtaining facti- 
on. For every one, let hfs impotence be as great as ie 
will, can certainly do what he can. And if upon his do- 
ing this, God wity not fail to help him, as to whath* Can- 
not do ; then every one may be faved, any weaknefs or 
depravity he labours under, notwuhftatffting. Nor <* 
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they fee how we can vindicate the divine juftice, or fairly 
caftthe blame of the finncrs perdition on himfelf, without 
.fiippofiog foch a univerfal fufficiency of grace, as this* N 

( Now if this can be made out to be really the cafe, that, 
all are* a&ually and in every view, enabled to do thofe 
things which are connected with eternal life ; there will 
be np difficulty, I apprehend, with any one, to fee that 
the ways of the Lord are equal, For according pi 
this, therefeemsto.be no refpeft ofperfpns with God, 
<ivren in the diftribution of his freeft favours, any more 
ttyan in his judicial proceedings. Tie difference between/ 
him that is faved, and him that perifhech, not originating 
from any in equality in the beftowment of divine grace \ 
but folely from the better improvement one firmer makes 
of the fame grace, fhan another does. Here then the 
Wiy is qlear op the fide of natural' notions, reafoo, and 
common fenfe. . 

. . But, I am afraid* it will be as hard to reconcile this 
way of folving matters, with the fcriptures, and with the. 
truth of fa&, as it is* -the former one, with reafon. Cer* 
tainly, the fcriptures feemf to fpeak a language quite dif- 
ferent from this. In them we are taught, " That it is 
c * <God that maketh one man to difter from an other, for, 
•* the better, and not he himfelf/ • That it is not of him 
" that willcth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
" that (he with mercy." and " that he hath mercy, on 
whom he will bave mercy $ and whom he will he harden - 
cth." And in our text, our Saviour accounts for the mur- 
muring and oppofition, of the unbelciving jews, by mak- 
ing this obfervation to his difciples. upon it ; u no man 
qan come to me, except the father which hath fent me 
draw him." By which he evidently ment to intimate,. 
that the tonduft of his oppcfers T ;co^fidering what human 
nature was, was not to be wondered at. That they a<fbed 
HP ochcrway; than all other men would; if left to tham- 
felyei as they, were. That thofe who now followed and, 

t^ye4 hin», wowldnev^rl^avc come » tymor become 
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his difciples, had it not been for a gracious divine influx 
ence upon their minds, which was not granted to theie : 
murmurers <ind oppofers *, had they not.beeji effectually 
drawn, by him in whofe hand are the hearts of men, and < 
wh* turncth them as the rivers of water are turned, Wa 
e plainly taught in this text, taken in the connexion in 
hich itftands,a$wearealfoin a multitude of other places^ 
tat men do not firft diftinguifh themfelves,by hearkening 
to the calls of the gofpel i but that it is God that makes 
one to differ from another, in this refpeft, by his fovereiga 
and itiftinguifliing grace. T*he pQint of do&riiie, there- 
fore, that! (hall infift upon from the words is this, 

That none pre able to comply with the gofpel, but thofe 
who are the fubje&s of the fpecial and epeffual grace ef 
God ; er thqfe who are made willing, and actually ig 
comply with it., : :1 f ) / 

What I have in view, in the following difcourfe, is not. 
only to confirm thisdo&rine ; but to endeavour to fee it 
in fufch a light, as to obviate the . formeutioned 'di&culcyr K: . 
offal vatioirs being offered on impoffible conditions, and , 
men's bdnjg condemned for not doing, that which thejr^./i 
arc incapable of. ' And after what h^s been faid, -^ tjiuik y 
there *is no way of attempting to clear up' this, myftefyv „ . 
left, but by fhewing that there are two. effentially diftbr-v; : . 
tnt fenfes, in which men are faid to be incapable of doing 
rhings : or, by having recourfe to the diftin&ion of natu^ : r 
al and moral inability. Accordingly, the method I pro- 
x>fe, is, - """*./.., ■/. * ""...'..(.'.[:' . 

I. As clearly as I can, td ftate and Uluftrate tfcisLdifc ; . 
tinettonv /'.',;.', w ; an: ; i:i ,;j,.f 

II. To fhbw, that men certainly Jabaur. ufder one, | or- * \n 
the other, of thefeltindfc of friability b comp^f witl^ 

the gQfpel, uiftU they are made the fubje&s of ctfec-5 j 
tual divine grace. . .\ u ■' ... y ^ 

m. M^EWtrcularly'tocttnfi^rindevinQc, the «m£ 

• r^ijnpotenceofSfinners, "And 

IV. End e a your to make it appear, that there is, ordi- 

2 • narily; 
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narily, no other incapacity in tinners, in this matter, 
but only of the moral kind, 
I. Then, it is to be obferved, for the clearing up of 
this fqbjed, that there are two very different kinds of in- 
ability : fo different, -that the "one however great does lioc 
lefien moral obligation in the leaft •, Whereas the other, as 

, far as it goes,takes away obligation, and all defert of blam$ 
and'punifhmentintirely. 

; These two kinds ojf inability, as I hinted, have com- 
monly been diftkiguifhe<3> by calling one a natural* the 
other a moral inability. Which diftin&ion may be brief-" 
ly ftated thus>N Mora* iijatiility cotififts only in the want ! 
of a-heart, or ^ifpofitiot^ p^ will, to do a things jNanj-. . 
ral inability oh thd other hand, confifts in, or arifes frof#> ? 

, want of undtrftanding, bodily ftrength, opportunity, i^ogr.. 
whatever, may prevent, our doing"a t{iing r iwhcri we.^re: 
willihg, .and flfoitgl^ enough dllporedahd inclin-d to)^> 
it. Or, ig fewer wprds, thusv. whatever e man couW, pot. 
do, if Ft fysufd^kc is under a natural inability of doiflg^i 
but when all the reafon <prie cartt do "a thing, is becaufc fce ; 
has nptf id mind to, the inability is only of a moral .ii$twe,' 
This diftinftioh Vakes J)lace, equally with regard to eyil' 
a&ioite; ipA goodon^s. Thus, for ioftance, the divjnc ; 
being tanrrot do evtl ; A6t J^caufc he wants oppoxf lenity* 
Or underftanding, 6t jftrierig^hj \o do, with. ir.fini«e 7! faie t ; 
whatever ht pleafts ; tofWly becaufe he i£ not* aqd .it's 
impoffible helhx}uldbi y 4ndihed<o do imquitjr v • H? : is 
fo infinitely & immutably holy, wife, juft/arvd good ; that 
his notpbflible he Ihtiufd txtvpleaje' to* a& otherway^ 
than \r\ the ipoft hoJy,righteous,»nd .b^ftjnanner. Hcncc^ 
though : we read that, *♦ With God "all* things are pofliblc," i 
and that he can do even rthing •, . yet. alfewben:. we arc 
told, " hecwnotjfy&mfelfi and thftjt is ijiipoffibi^ 
* c for God to to." ^ : ' .. 

On the other hand, fatan Is (incapable of dping right,; , 
or of behaving virtuouQy^iji $Ke leaft Jflfartcc or dfgrt^ 
But nof becaufc he waii ti hitural abilities * for u^doubtw 
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edlyin thatrefpeft, he is far fupcrior to many that are 
truly virtuous. His being incapable of any thing but 
infernal ivick.ednefs ? is altogether owing to his being of 
fuch an infernal difpofitiijn. 

And it is not uncommon, fofpeak of incapacity in man- 
ic inc}, both as to doing good and doing evil, in this two* 
foldfigntfkation. Someperfons we fay are incapable of 
doing a mean thing. Not that we think it is above their 
natural capacity ; but it is beneath them ; they abhor, or 
they would fcorn to do it. Others are incapable of fe- 
veraj forts of vil'any, not through any want of good will 
enough that way. They only want a convenient oppor- 
tunity, or fufficient ingenuity, — And juft fo it is in regard 
to doing good. Some have it not in the power of their 
hands ; others have no heart to it. One is of a truly gene* 
rous fpirit, and nothing but his own poverty, keeps him 
frqm being what Job was, a father to the poor, the father- 
' lefs and him that has none to help him. Another is pich, 
and might be a great -bencfaftor and bl effing to $J1 a- 
round him j but he has no Jicart tb deyifc liberal things;. 
■'He can't be free and open handed ; it isn't inhiiq to be to. 
He is deaf to the cries of the poor r Mind to their wants, & 
dead to all the generous feelings or humanity jmd com* 
, paflion. _, ' ■ ' ' , ~ 

Some are fo feeble and infirm, that they cat} do fcarce 
any bodily labour ; though they are extremely fr$c and 
willing to lay themfelves out to ^the utmoft that their 
ftrength will bear, and often go beyond it. > pthers arc 
ftrongand healthy enough, and might get a good living, 
, and be ufeful members of lociety ; but v fuch is their in- 
vincible lazinefs, jhat theii^ hartds refufe to labour, and 
they can hardly get them out of their bofoms. Some arc 
cffc&ually kept from ftiining, or being very ufeful, in a- 
ny public fphere in church or ftate, through the weafftieit 
of their heads ; others, as effectually, by the badnefs or 
theiriiearti. Some a re incapable of bei ng taught by rea- 
fon of mere natural dulnefs : others only becaufe they 
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©fan untc*chable fpirit, and full of felf-conccit. Some are 
blind, for want of eyes •, but it is An old proverb, that 
none art more blind, than thofc who wottt fee. 

These examples, are fufficient to illuftrate the diftinc- 
tion I am infilling on, and to make it evident, that by 
incapable, we often mean fomething very different from 
want of natural capacity. We may alfo perceive from 
thefe inftances, that there is a real neceflity forufingfucK 
words as, unable, incapable, can't, &c. in this diverfity of 
fignification, in which we fee they are ufed, in commop 
ipeech, as well as in the fcriptures. For whenever any 
thing, whether in ourfelves or without us, is really ab r 
folutely inconfiftent with our doing a thing, we have no 
way fully and ftrongly enough to exprefs that inconfif- 
tencc, but by faying we zxt unable, we cannot, it is im- 
fojjible i or ufing fome word of like import. And now 
it is certain that want of a heart, or inclination to do a 
thing, miy be, and is, as inconfiftent with our doing it, as 
any thing elfe could be. Covctuoirfhefs is as inconfiftent 
with liberality as poverty island may as effe&ually hin- 
der a man from doing deeds of charity. > Indolence is as 
inconfiftent with induftry, as bodily weaknefs and infir- 
mity is. The want of an upright heart dnd a public fpi-r 
pt, is as inconfiftent witkthe cnarafter of a good ruler, av 
the want of wifdom and underftanding. And the want 
of all principles of virtue, muft be as inconfiftent with 
a&ing virtuoufly, as even the want of thofe intelle&ual fa- 
culties, s which are neceflary to moral agency. And fo on 
the other hand, as to doing, evil things. There is no pof- 
iibility of tioing them, that is, knowingly, defignedly, and 
as moral agents, without an evil difpofition.' Our free 
and moral aftions, are, and muft be, as invariably guided 
and djftated by our qwn minds, as they are limited and 
bounded, by our natural power. That is, every one muft 
aft hk own nature, and choice y otherways he don't aft 

iimlclf j be is not the agent. ' And if, when we would 
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exprefs this fort of neceflity, wclhould not ufe the fame 
phrtfes as are made ufc of in cafes of natural necefllty ; 
but for fear of a mifundcrftaadiog, (bould carefully > avoid 
faying a man i^uto/, when ever we mean only that he has 
not fuch a heart as is neceffary, and only fay that he will 
not, in all fuch cafes ; our language would often found 
odd) being out. of common cuftom, which governs the 
propriety of words ; and not only fo, but it would not be 
fuffictently exprcflive. Should we be afraid to fay, < it it 
impoffiklc for a man to love God, or oorfte to Chrift, while 
his heart is altogether, wicked, and full of enmity agiirtft 
God and Chrift ; people would be ready to think we i im- 
magiaed this might fometirnes happen, and that ritetfe 
was no real i m poflibili ty in i t of any kind . Whereas thttte 
is as real, and as abfolute an imppfiibility in this cafe; as 
in any fuppofable one whatever. To be more guarded 
therefore, than the fcripture is, in this matter, would be 
to be unguarded. The apoftlc demands, *" can the fig- 
4 * tree, my brethren, bear olive-berries ? either a vinfe 
figs ?" and the prophet, " can the Ethiopian changfc 
His flcin ? or the Leopard hisfpots ? then may ye alfo 
? do good, who aTC accuftomed todoeyjl." And our Sa- 
viour fays, " a good tree canpot bring forth evil fruit* 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit A 
good man out of the good treafure of the heart, bring* 
eth forth good things. And an evil man outof the e^ 
cc vil treafure, bringeth forth evil things. There is as cer- 
tain and never -failing a connexion in this dafe, as any na- 
tural connexion whatever. Which ought by no means 
to be diflcmbled, but openly maintained. But then it ii 
certainly of a quite different, and even a dire&ly oppofitd 
nature, to all irt tents and purpofes of moral agency. And 
it is of the laft importance, in my apprehenfion, that this 
alio (hould be maintained, and manifested to every mall's 
cohfeience. ' ' - . ^ 

Because a man mufi aft according to his own heart, or 1 
afhe pleafe*i docSstWs dcftioy his freedom ! it i* the very' 
-' ' ' *■". •• l "\, thing' 



vi 

cc 

I 



I 



44 The DiJtinRion *f tfttural and moral Inability, 

thing in which all free agency confifts,— Hie pulfe can 
beat ; and the limbs can move, in (bine bodily di (orders, 
or when one that is ftronger than we takes hold of them ; 
whether we will or no. . But God does not confid^r us 4s 
accountable, for fuch a&ions as thefe. And we fliould, 
Hot without reafon, think it very hard, fbould he blame or 
punifli us for them. For an hone ft and good jnan's pulfe 
rniy ,beat, as irregularly as the worft villain's in the world. - 
Of his hands, in a coayuHion, may ftrike thofe around him, 
in fpite of all he can do to hold them ft ill. Or one may be 
f arrjed by force, along with a gang of thieves, and be s 
taken for one of them, though no man hates fuch compa- 
ny arida&ions as theirs, more heartily than he does. Such 
involuntary a&ions, every one fees a man is not, & ought 
not to be, accountable for. And the reafon is, no bad 
inclination of ourt, ot want of a good one, is necejfhry in 
order to them* They zxtfofrety as to be indepfcndant of 
W, and. put of our power* If all our a&ions were like 
thefe ; noways necefiarily connected with our difpofitiorr, 
and choice, antj temper of mind ; we could nor be ac- 
countable creatures, or thefufcje&s of moral government: 
If a good tree, could bring forth, evil fruit, and a corrupt 
tree good fruit ; if a good man, out of the good treafurc 
of his hpart, could bring forth evil things, knd an evil 
xqan out of the evil trcafufe, good things j the tree could 
never be known by iw frwft. It could never be known 
by a man's anions, anything what his heart was. So 
that, if they were dealt with according to their works, 
the raoft upright and well djfpofed, would be as liable 
to be punifhed j and the moil ill-natured and ilkdifpofed, 
as likely to be rewarded, as the contrary. Whence all 
moral government muft be at an end. 
4 Cehtain^v, if we are juftly , accountable, rewardablc 
or punifhable, for any anions ; if any attions are, or can 
be, properly our twn> it muff be fuch as are dictated by 
ourfelves, and which carit take place without mr own 
tonfept. An inability, therefore, to, ad otherways than 
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agreeably to bur minds, is only an inability to aft other- _ 
ways thajras fret agents. And that neceffity tofceh ; & 
ri(ca from the temper and thoifce af the agent himfelf,anci 
thai which is againft his choice arid his Very nature, are 
fo for from coming to the fame thing at lift, that they are 
dire&ly contrary one to* the or her, as to all the purpo&s 
of morality : freedom, accountableaefs, and defert of 
pratfe, or blame, reward Or punifhment. / 

AKPtht&is stgreable to the fenfe of all mankind, irt- 
*11 common cafes. A man's heart being fully fet in hirrt^ "' 
to do evil, does not render his evil aft ions the lefs cri^ J 
mxmU tri. the judgment of common fenfe, but the mprfe l 10 
fo : .Nor does the ftrength of a virtuous difpofitifcn, rei^ - l; '-* 
der * good, a&ion the lefs, but the mori amiable, ami- 1 l . 
worthy of praiie. Docs any one look upon the Divine f lJ 
Being, as lefs excellent and glorious, for being To infinite- - 
ly aod unchangeably holy in his nature, that he *• cannot - [ ;/* 
44 be tempted with evil/' of aft othemife, thah in the; * vi . ! 
molthc^yv and perfeft manner? Does arty one look upon" * ? 
the deril, gs lets fmful and to blame, becaufc he is of ; fucfit 1 i:l j; 
a devilifh dilpolkion, fo full of caufelefa fpfce arrd malice, r 
agairjftGod and man, as to be incapable of any things ' ^ 
but tW molt horrid wickednefs ? ^ And as to man- rf 
kind : Who is there that does not make a difl&rened, be*' < " — 
tween Vim that is incapable of a bafe a&ion 5 only by rea- ; -•' 
fon of thfe viftuoufnefs of his temper, havitfgfcltahe hi- : ; :::f 
tural talents* jpquifite for the moft confurhmtfte villany y ; J 
and him that is incapable of being the worft of villains, :: ; } 
for no other reafgln,than only bfteiufe he don't know how ? ' 
Does any ond think, that dnly the want of a will to work, ! -" '"•' 
excufes a man from itjuft-as'-much as bodily Infirmity- ' *' 
dees ?: Or* dt> we any of us, ever imagine, that the covev \ 
tous mifer f ;whaiwith; allhw^ufelefs hoards, tiai-' no heart v / 
to give a penflgr to the pbor, is for that ttafori, equally ni 
•xcufable.fniaf deeds of charity, as he whdhfls nothing ip t ! v ; 

give?. ..:.:<ov:l '/ .\i "*. \. / /. . iv:!> v':i : . ~ :L ^ i4 
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of natural abilities cq do good, an.d the want of a heart; 
looking upon the one as a^rfefceufc, the other as. a* ex- 
cute at all y but rather as that in which all wickednefs radi- 
cally confifts. A natural fool,no one blames, for afting like 
afopl; Byt *' to him that Jsnoweth to do good, and doth 
4< it not 5 to hira it t is fin/* in the fenfc 6f all imankind, 
as well as in Ood's account* "If there be firft £ willing 
" nifndf we alwayf$*jfuppofe it oughtto.be "accepted, 
according to v that a man hatfv and not .according to 
" that he hath not." Butthewant of a willing : min<J> 
or not being a ptfnd. to do well, is imiverfally eobfideced > 
as a crime, and pQt as an excufc, « Nothing is more fa- : 
milif r to uf ,' thao tQ diftinguifli in this manner. Nor ' 
tan anynjjn of common fehfc, help judging thus. ' 
NQWjthijsdiftirvftiotn; i$ as applicable to the cafe before us, 
asiti^ toanyothtC^^Somemay be enable to comply with y 
the ^fpe^ithwrt^'itlw mnt fcf thoft; powers olmipdyor 
thofejbod ilf organs, or thofe mean^of grace, wkhbu t which 
it is ipfK?fi>ble t#ujwferftand the chafer of Chrift, or the 
way of faction* let their hearts be ever fq good. In either 
of which c^fe^, the, inability is of the natural kind. Others, 
may fcave $\ the Outward me*h$,arid all the nariirkl facul- 
ties, whkh are fifteiiary in order to a right . understanding 
of the : goiTp<l |: 4 and yet, throtigh ;the evil temper.df .their 
n\ind5 f th^y : nf^y r b^. wholly averfe to it, and wholly blind 
to the.glof jf Qf-iK - They may be difpofed, to make light ^ 
of all* its ptnpQ^l^an^ idvitatiot\s, and « treat every 
thing T(?)a?i^g to; ijeligion and artoCher worjd, -with the 
utmoft Mgle<a;;and indi^rence< Or if .their fears of 
u the' wrath to w»i&?' are, by any mfeant awakened, and 
they are njacfe^jfr pwch foliekud^ to enquire :" what 
" they, (baft 4ft tftbe t &veiJ^^ftHViHey may be/utterljrdif- 
inclin^ tofubfiHJLt» #hfc rightcfrufeef^ or the gracfe of 
God, a$ reyc^ ; ift!th(!.e^ri.r;Tlitfy may be ftUl^ fuch 
€€ children of the devil, and enemies of all rightcoufnds, 
■** as tq ^irrroo^lably ayerft IPtfU the right ways of the* < - 
J! Loro^' fh«y may have £ fuch an eVU heart of ua- 
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u belief, to depart from the living God/* as is abfolutew 
ly incpnfiftent with confenting to the covenant of grace* 
of " believing to the faving of the foul," Now, whei* 
this is the.cafe, the inability theTinner is under* is Qijly 
erf a moral nature. We may pafs on now to the 

II. Head, viz. To fhow that all who are. not the fubu.. 
jefts of this fpecial and effedual grace of God, muft 4 
certainly be unable, in one or the other of thefe fenfes t . ; 
to come to Chrift, or comply with the gofpel. 

Those, many of them at' leaft, who diflike the diftine*'. 
tion now explained, and fome who feem in a fort to 
admit it, fuppofe all men have, and muft have, every 
kind of ability to do their duty, and to obtain falvati*! 
on. But,I apprehend, it will be very eafy to make appear, 
that this certainly is not the cafe. A variety of fcriptyre 
arguments, and a multitude of texts, might be adduced - 
here? were they needed. But that all have not, both the . 
forementioncd kinds of ability to ' cpmply with the 
gofpel, either of themfelves, or by the help of com- 
mon grace, is as evident as any thing needs to be, "* 
r meerly from th$ faft, that many do not do it,buta6lually * 
live and die in impenitence and unbelief. By common , 
grace is meant, that grace which i$ given ^to finners ia 
general, thofe that are (tot faved, as well as thofe that are*' . 
Tbey who believe all, arc in every fenfc, able to work ? 
out their own falvation, through the gofpel* would nqc * 
be thought tofruftrate the grace of God. They do not 
fuppofe finners are able to do this of tbemfelves } but that "- 
fome divine afliftance, fome working, of God in them, 
both to will and to do, is really neceffary in the cafe. , 
But then they fuppofe, all this needed grace, whatever ic 
be,* is given to finners without exception ; and hereby 
they account for God's commanding all. men every where,, 
to repent and believe the gofpel, c * I grant, indeed," 
fays an ingenious arminian writer, " that by reafon o£^ 
*• original fin, we are utterly difabled for the perform- 
' *■ C anc c 

* Or. Subbing, oa tbt opf cratioot of the ^in«. 
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ante of, the condition, without new grace from God 
But I fay then, that fye gives fuch grace to *H of us, 
by which the performance of the condition is trul? 
* poffiblc, and upon this ground he doth and may moit, 
•*. tighteoufly require it-** Here by the way, it is wor- 
thy of particular remark, what notions many arc obliged 
to entertain of divine grace, in order not to refleft upon 
the divine juftice. To require perfelt bolinefs of creatures 
f0 enfeebled and depraved as we are, they uppofe would 
be evidently one of the moft unreafonable things in the 
world. Therefore God has been gracioujly pleafed to fend 
bis Sob to obey and die in our room, that we might not 
be "under the law but under grace.'* But then the 
covenant of gr4ce> is not mild and gracious enough to be 
quite ftri&ly juft ; becaufe by reafon of original fin, we 
are utterly difabled for the performance of the condition 
upon which falvation is fufpended ftill. To remedy the 
uhreafonableflefs of this, ne w grace from God is required* 
Accordingly w he giveth more grace." " He gives fuch 
" grace to all of us, whereby the performance of the 
" condition, is truly pofiible ; and upon this ground he 
cc doth and may moft rtghteoufly require it !° Thus, not 
only the obedience and death of Chrift, but . likewife all 
the grace of the Holy Gboft which is neceffary to falva- 
tion, is found no more than barely fufficient to fcreen the 
ways of God to men, from the juft imputation of unrea- 
fohabtenefs, and unrighteoufnefs. It is certainly difficult 
to conceive, how any man who really views things in 
this light, however much he may talk of free grace, .can 
ever feel himfelf any more obliged and indebted to God* ' 
than if He had only dealt with us in a righteous manner 
from firft to laft, never requiring more of us than we 
were able to do, and fo no occaffion or room had been gi- 
ven for any grace in the affair. And yet this view of the 
matter, is really as friendly to the grace of God/ as any 
conceivable one which proceeds upon the principle, that 

nothing 
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nothing more can be juftly required of us, than we have 
a moral as well as natural power to do. 

But what I had more efpecially in view here, was to 
enquire how it comes to pafs that any in fad dp not cm- 
brace the gofpe), if that grace is given to every one 
which is fufficient, in all refpedts, to enable him to do it* 
, It we want the faculties of body or mind, or the oppor- 
tunity and means, which areneceffary in order to obtain 
tne knowledge of the truth, thofe difficulties muft be 
removed : And if we want a heart to take pains to know 
the truth, or to love and embrace it when difcovered, 
that difficulty alfo muft be removed, or elfe we are not, 
H) every ienfe, enabled. It is not, in all refpe&s, truly 
poflible that a (inner (hould come to Chrift, till every 
thing that is inconfiftent with his coming is removed out 
of the way. It is truly, impoffible that any one (hould 
cordially embrace the gofpel, fo long as he has not fuch 
an heart in him ; though it would be impoffible in a ve- 
ry different refped, if he had not external light, or natu- 
ral powers fufficient. And now, if God gave that grace 
to all off us, whereby we were enabled in both thefe fenfes, 
to comply with the gofpel, the infallible confequence 
muft be, that we (hould all of us a&ually do it. To fay 
that a man has both natural and moral ability tq do a 
thing, is the fame as to fay that nothing in nature is want- 
igg in order to his. doing of it but only his own good will, 
nor that neither. Or, that he both could do it if he would, 
and is fufficiently willing to. And whenever this hap- 
pens tp be the cafe, I believe it is not very likely, the 
thing will, after all, not be done. If in the inftance be- 
fore us, it is really thus ; if finners not only could come 
to Chrift if they would,' but they have likewife all that 
willingnefs of mind, which is neceflary in order to their 
actually coming, what in the univcrfe can ever be aflign- 
ed, as the reafon why in faft they do not ? This muft 
certainly be an event, abfolutely without any caufe. 
The tri|th is, nyhep people puzzle thcmfclyc* upon 
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this fubjeft, andinTift'weare nqraccountable, and can^t 
be blamed, any further: than we have a moral as ^rell as 
Jtatural jtower to do otherways than we^do, what their 
tninds run upon,' is only natural power after all. Thef 
fruy fay they know what we mean by moral power, viz. 
that difpofnicm to do a thing which is neceflary in ordef 

* to our doing it; and they mean the fame." But however, 

* when they get into the difpute, they get bewildered, and 
lofe fight of . the diftin&ion. They don't fiippofe an im- 
penitent flnner, going on ftill in his trefpaffes, has a/w- 
fifity aEiual difpofition* and a fufficieritly ftrong one, to 
hearfeen to, 'and obey the goipel. But fomethihg like 
this feems to "be in the bottom of their minds, viz. that 
ht ftiuft be <ible to be difpofed ; or he rtiuft have fuch "a 
difpofiton as < ivo#Jd be fuflicient, if he was difpofed to< 
ifiake a good* ufe of it. Now this is only to ufe the word 
Mfpofition improperly, & to conceive of it as a mere natu- 
ral power-, a price in our hands* which. may be ufed well 
Or ill, and which will turn to our benefit or condemnati- 
to* Accordingly as we dre dilpofed to improve it. The 
difpofition they think of, is not in the leaft degree vir- 
tUoUs* nor any ways ntceflarily connefted with yirtuouV 
cohduft. "But it may lie ftiH> or go wrortg, and will dp 
fo> unleft a man is difpos'd and exerts hitfifelf, to make 
it aft and keep it right. The (inner is not helped out of 
his difficulties in the leaft, by having fuch a difpofition 
at thisw Yea* fhould we go further, and fay, the-impe- 
hitent (inner might have a heart to embrace the gofpel, 
if he Would take prbper pains in order to it ; and he might 
do thjs, if he was fo difpofed % and he might be fo dif* 
Jtofed if he would try \ and he could try if he had a mind 
to. Yet,.!? after all> he has not amind to try, to be di& 
feosMy to take any proper paifts* to get a heart, to em* 
brace the gofpd, or to do any thing that is good \ he is 
ftiU iri aS bad a fitfcatiort ks any bc*Ay fappofca him to be 
irt. ?f here is he fttore htipt w'&'#coming to good, fo 
loftg to Mi is tfcfccaft with ttoty fto more poffibility of 



k % i»6r da we fiy itny ifhin^Tjtpr* in his fevbor, ttefltif we 
had only faid as the lciripture does of the fool, • * ■ that 
«« there is a price in his hartd to get wifdonH tour4ft>taft 
** w teart to ic^ • ^Uftitag the linnert ttioral dejwuvkf 
and impotence badttfttf this (thinner, may get -it out <s£ 
the fight bfthdfe Who can't; fee above twoorthr^ftebsr 
But thisis all the good ircando. iThere is (till a defd$ 
in hunyfai* «;£*** % andfuch a on* as will prove Ms ever* 
lifting ruin, unlefs removed by futfh grace as he has ne- 
ver yet ^experienced. '* * • - ■'••';.■ * : 
iT;muft>foriverlfoldtri^ > a^--'eercaini that if finner* 
do not' Gome to Chrift* k is either becaufe they could not? 
if tfhey would \ M elfe becaufe, on the "Whole, they are not! 
witling to. And if, in the mom of Votning to ! Chriflv * 
we fhouldfabftimtefome IdWer and **pf eliminafy edndltP 
ifetff grace* aftd falvation* it Would be juft the fame cafe. 
Suppofe it were ufing means, praying and feeking in the 
mbft £&£aged manned the 'uhregerierate fometimes dfe * 
all do not come up to this ; and the reafon certainly is f 
they are under a natural, or elfe a moral inability of do- 
iog it. Either they could ncft feek in this manner, it> 
they would,' or elfe they are not -inclined to, but their' 
difpofttion is to employ their time and thoughts about 1 
other things. So that bringing down the conditions of 
_the gofpel loweiyin confiderati6n of the depravity* of 
"men ; or fuppoiing common 'grace, whereby all are ena- 
bled to come up higher than they could of themfelves, 
remefves nodifficulties, at leaft not thofe defign'd to be' 
removed, unlefs the way of life .is fuppofed to be level 
to the inclinations of all men ; or that all are in faft made . 
wilhng, and actually are faved. ' 

On the whole, I think the priqcipZe, that God c*n in 
juftice require of his creatures, only what he gives them a' 
moral as well as natural power to do, muft be ^gi Veil up. _ 
Otherways we are reduced to a neceffity of fijppofing, all 
the blame, ifanyareloft r muft lje entirely on €fod, and 
m<k on them* ' And as to thofe who are laved, .they can 
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have^nothing to fay in his praife, but only that he hz% 
been barely juft to them. That having given his %) 
to obey and die, to deli ver them from his law, which 
was an infinitely unreafonable one, forfftllen creatures to 
be under ; and having given his fpirit to enable them to 
come up to the otherways impoffibJe terms of the gofpel, 
he has on the whole, dealt not unrighteoufly by them* 
If therefore we think, there is any way to vindicate the 
rigfneeufnefs of God in the damnation of any ; or that 
any thing can fairly be faid to the praife of the glory of 
his grace, in the falvation of them that are faved, we muft 
fuppofe he is not obliged in juft ice to give all of us both 
the kinds of ability that have been fpdkert of. And if we 
believe that any in fad do not obtain falvation, we muft 
conclude they are not in both thefc fenfes, enabled to ob- 
tain it. Which was all I undertook to prove under thi* 
fecond head. The ( 

III. Thing propofed was, to confidcr the moral in*- 
. ability of finpers in this matter. 
. Th e* s is not fo much need of labouring to confirm this, 
that unregenerate finners have not ludh an heart in them, 
as is necefiary in order to a compliance with the gofpel ; 
t>ecaufe proving the preceeding and fubfequent propor- 
tions, will infer the truth of this. If there is certainly 
an incapacity of the natural or moral kind, as has now 
been (hewn ; and if there is certainly no natural incapacity t 
as I am to make appear undef the next head a then 
certainly there muft be a mar alone. Befides, I have time 
to treat this head but very coociiely, considering the im- 
portance of it. 

It may be proper to be obferved here, that the difincli- 
nation of finners,as to fome things which are prc-requifite 
to a compliance with the gofpel, is different in different: 
perfons. Though even this difference, I fuppofe, is ow- 
ing to divine grace, or to more's being done for ope than 
for another. 

In the openly vicious and immoral (inner, there i? a pre- 
vailing 



to empty with the Cojfel 23 

Tailing inclination (0 pcrfift in his diflblute and immor 
ral pra&ices. And there is rcafon to conclude, that n&ne 
of this character would ever reform, and that all would 
be of this character, if left to their own heart's lufts, with- 
out any divine restraints. 

In fecure and ttnawakened finners, there is no difpofition 
to attend to the concerns of their fouls, and ferioufly con- 
fider the ftate they are in, or to make any follicitous en- 
quiry about the way of falvation. They "make 
" light of thefe things, and go their way, one to his 
" farm, and another to his marchandife." And fuch is 
their attachment to the vanities of time, and their averfion 
tp attend to things of another world, that there is no rea- 
son to think, any one of this chara&er, would ever be- 
come ferious, thoughtful, and engaged about his eternal 
well-being, if left intirely to himfelf. 

In the awakened fmner, though earned in his enquiries, 
there is (till an utter want of an honeft openefs of mind, 
to admit a conviction of the truth. <c He that doth evil 
" hateth the light, neither ccpieth he to the light, left 
*• his deeds flxould be reproved/* He whofe " inward 
". parts are very wkkednefs," will always hate to fee, and, 
if he can poffiblv help it, never will believe what he really * 
is. Hence awakened finners very often, never do, and if 
left to themfelves none of them ever would, " know the 
plague of their own hearts. 5 * While they think they are 
doing all in their power to increafe their convi&ions, 
they are all the while inwardly driving with all their might, 
again ft con virion, and trying to find fome plaufible 
ground to think well of themfelves, and to eftablilh a > 
righteoufnefi of their own. Nor will they ever be fenfx- 
ble how " deceitful and desperately wicked" their hearts 
are* and how hopelefs their cafe is, in themfelves* till * 
con virion of it is forced upon them by thd moit over- 
bearing and irrefiftable evidence. 

And even in Che convinced bnntr, whofe mouth is mofc 
tgjfetftually (topped, Who is forced to fee that fin is alive 

to' 
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attd : h'as julf dominion oVer Km, anU that he is ?ndeedf 
cfcgdjmhith who has the falleft con vi&ion of every ne~ 
ceffSrjr trjkh, that any unrenew'd firmer ever had'; there* 
is ftfll; if nothing further is' done for him, no difpofition ' 
heartily to, approve of the law,or comply with the gofpel 5 ' 
no difpQfition to repent truly of any of his tranfgreffions,br 
receive and be dependent on Chrift alone for pardon and" 
tehfrtiony no genuine defire to be faved frora^tf, or to be 
laved from Wrath in that way,.irr which GodYjufttce Caa^ 
be. vindicated; or his grfccfc exalted. But after all his con^' 
vi&ions; there remain* ftftl in his heart, a mod fix'd, inVe- 
terate, and' unconquerable oppofition to aH thefe things. 
' Nor. will he, ever be cordially reconciled to* God, by the 
i^crt force, of truth.in hrs coofcience, anymore than the 
wicked*will bearche day of judgment, or the damned in 

'That no lighti or cpnviftion of the uriderftanding,, 
which the natural man is, Capable of receiving, can be ' 
fujKcient to draw, of. drive, him into* a true compliance,,' 
with the gpffcefjis very eyident from what is faid concern- 9 ' 
ii!gtheftj;ccffity of regeneration. When Nicodemuscame"; 
toChriftr,, wanting information about theway of life, o«r. 
Siviotir foon let him know that mere infttuftion, even . 
by ateicher come from Godj was not all that was want- 
ed. Yea, that a man could rtftive no inflrbftion^ about 
the kingdom of heaven, to any faving purpofe, unlefs 
forhethtng elfe was done for him firft. See John jii. 3. 
*'* Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, verily, verily I fay 
"• unto.tbee, except a rhaii be borij again, he cannot 

J fee the kingdom of God,", And agjiin, to explain 
the matter further, ver 5. ♦* Except a man be born of - r - 
fCf the fymu he cannot enter into the kingdom of God/* 
The ttcceffity of fuch a change as is meant by being 
btfra again, or born of thefpirit, turns upon the truth of 
min's b£ng by nature, under a total moral depravity* 
Accordingly^ our Saviour immediately adds* « c That 
*! which is born of the aefhi* aefh $ and that whieh it 5 
. • ^ born 
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, " barri of the fprrir, is fpiric.** That is, a than has nc+ 

thing tryly fpiritualor, holy, in him by the firft birth 5 

but every thing of this kind* cofnes by the renewing of 

the Holy Ghoft; Agreably to this, the apoftle PaUl 

,lays, Iloni. vii. 18. •* t know that in trie, (that is ih my 

% fielh ; in my nature as far as it is unrenewed, unfanfti* 

feed, and as }f it was by the firft birth) thtre xlwelleth no 

. good thing. 9 * And in Rom. viii. 7, he fays, . " The 

" carnal mind/* the mind we have as born of the flieJh* 

V is N enmity againft God \ for it is not fubjeft to the las* 

" ** of God; neither indeed can Be," He adds, " So then* 

** they that arc in ibtfi'e/h^ cannot pJeafeQod. , 

This is the jreafon/wc K rnuft be born agdin.^ If tnere 
tirasiny thing jpiritual in : us, as bom of tf\c fiefh, ther# 
would Jid ho nec£fllty of this fecorid birth* If we were noc 
by nature dedd in trefpaifes ind fin's, there would be no 00 
CaGon for otir being, quickened^ by divine powef arid grace* 
if finnerj were inclined at ail to that which j$ good* they; 
Would not rtced to be created unto good works* If maijL 
Had not wholly loft the divine' iikenefs,' ihcrfe would b<£ 
ho need of bang created again " after God,- ih righted 
u oufnels and true hblinfefs*" , If the " heart qt the 
u Tons of riheo** wai not altogether depraved* to thef 
Very bittorn of it, there would be no heceffity of theold 
u hearts being taken awiy, find a hew one givfcn/' If 
frien's alienation of affe&iori froni dod, did not arife from 
knlikenefi id him, btit orilv frorti ignorance arid mifappre* 
henfion about him, no change of nature would be at all 
necefiary* Mere liaht in the head, rtere convi&ion 0* 
theundcrftanding* woqldthen produce a cordial reconciy 
Jiacion. Vea, if a nrtan has arty degree of righteoufnefs 
and true holiritfs* nothing but conviftions can be want:* 
iiig, in, order, to his complying with the covenant 0^ 
grace, incl entering into the kingdom of God. trie would 
no (wrier be convinced of the holinefs and righteoufnef* 
of God, but he would feel his heart drawa forth ip love!, 
tii, bun. He would no fooner be convinced that the law* 
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- -was Jioly, juft and oood, but he would be pleafed with f 
it, and loathe himfelf for all his tranfgreflions of it. He ' 
would no fooner be convinced of the unparrallePd zeal 
which Chrift hath fhewn in the caufe of rightcoufnefs, 
and'howhe has magnified the la-v and made it honora- 
ble, but he would be charmed wirh him, and fechijn to 
'be " the chiefeft among ten thoufand, and altogether 
* ■ lovely. " He wpuld no fooner be convinced/ of the 
holy tendency of all his do&rines and N all his laws, bpr 
"he wduld cordially .embrace, and chearfully obey them* 
*He would no fooner underftand, that his defigo was to 
fav? his people from their £ns, but he would receive him, 
with all joy and thankfulnels, tsbis Saviour and Lord. 

Btjt, if the hearts.' of me^ are totally depraved^ defl; U 
tute of righteoufnefs and true holinefs entirely, the cafe 
will fee quite otherways. A holy God, a holy law, a ho- 
ly Saviour,^ holy gfcfpel, will not fdrely, then appeaf love- 
ly in their eyes, hut the contrary. Nor will a clearer un* 
Wrftahding and convi&ion of what they really are, excitp 
complacence and fatisfadion in them, but the greater a'~ ' 
verfiqn arid dread. They cannot, in that caie, be cor- 
dially united to Chritt, until bis chara&er or ^beir % s % is 
effentially changed. They can not be drawn to him, unlets 
by force, and again ft their wills, till either be ceafes to be 
what he is, or they are made new creatures. For " aru 
u tmjuft man is an abomination to the juft \ and he that 
. ^/ is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked, '* 
And,' " what fellowlhip hath righteoufnefs With unrigh- 
i M teoufnefs ? And what communion hath light with dark- 
** n^fs ? Af& what concord hath Chrift with Belial?" 

Can a man wheife. heart is wholly corrupt, and unho- 
ly, chule the holy Jefqs for his Lord and Saviour, and" 
cordially embrace the pure and holy doftrirics and pre- 
cepts of his gofpel ? Can one who is really t and at 
heart, wholly in love with the fervice ot Satan, inlift, 
with any fincerity, into the fervice of Chrift, all whofc 

work and bufinefi is, *♦ to deftroy the works of the deJ 

' ~"\ - . ^ ' ■ - !! vil?£ 
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** yil ? lf Cari one who is all the while c< an enemy in 
• c .his mind to God," yea, whofe <c mind is enmity ufelf 
c< agairift God/* be delighted with the chara&ei: and ways 
of his well-bdoved Son, who is " the brightnefs of the 
44 Father's glory, and the very image of his perfon ?" 
Cari one ftho " is pot fubje6t to the law of God, neither 
** indeed can be," be fubjeft to the Mediator, or fuited 
with his conduct in being obedient even unto death, to 
condemn fin and do honor to the divine law ? Can one 
who is an^enemy tcf all righteoufne(s, be pleafed with 
Chrift in this view of his chara&er, pleafed with him, 
• 4 for his righteoufnefs fake," and for the zeal he has 
(hewn to ^ magnify the law and make it honorable ?" 
.This isthe reafopthe Father is well pleafed in him as 
Mediator. And " all that come unto God by hrniv\ 
muft be pleafed with him in this view alfo. There can 
be no true reconciliation between God and man, unlefe 
both parties acquiefs, and are fuited with what the Me- 
diator has done ; andnhat cohfidpred in the fame point of 
light. God is well pleafed, indeed, with the love Chrift 
has fhdwn for loft men, For the Father was always as 
benevolently difpos'd towards this fallen world, as the 
Son was. But yet had he not as Mediator, fhown a 
proper regard to truth and righteoufnefs ; had he not 
condemned ttye fin of men," and ** given to God the 
glory that was due unto his name," the holy Gover* 
nor of the world could not have acquifced xp his media* 
tian. 4i The Lord was well pleafed for his righteoufnefs 
" fakfe-" And if we are not pleafed with him in -this 
view, but merely for the fake of his ktndnefs and good- 
will to men, we do not come into his plan of reconcili- 
ation and of peace. * 

D 2 y To 

* If that ?icw of the aroiablcnefs of Chrift, and that well pleafedoeft 
with bia mediation, which is implied io a Compliance with the gofpel, had 
nothing more io it than ooly feeing it to be a beautiful thing io him to 
feel fo nlach interrefted in $ur welfare, aod willing to do and fuffer fo 

uracil to fa?c */ from mtfery and ruin j then indeed, do chaogc of na« 

" -•■■-•- -- ^ 
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To conclude this head, and the prtfent difcourfe. Ifxhp 
moral depravity (St unregenerate finiieri, was fully undeiv 
clpfllood, it muft undoubtedly appear that this alone i% 

fvifficient 

tyre iti the fljoft depraved creature, would be, aecc&ty in order t* it* 
%e (pay be ti wholly fclfifh and regard lefs of Gad's £lpry at aay linnet 
evcy was, and yet be greatly charmed with the medication of Cbritf, 
vlcW'd only in tjic favourable afpeel it has upon car intercfl. \Aod, un- 
doubtedly,' theofands bate been fatally deceiv'd in this manner ; taktcg 
Ibis tor ft difcovery of *' the glory of God ta the face of Jcfua Cbntl," 
fno[*ht cfiecls ef it for eoeveriwn and {apclt(icati«n.. For luch a ticw of 
Cbrilland of God through bioi, Will, under ctrtaio j*trcumilanccs, pro* 
t1u<£ a fqct of repentance, love tod obedience, io one who was, and coo- 
tfoueS to bt, lotifcly void or* real holtocfs. Let a firoeroo'y have air 
jropttfljv* firafe of the dreadratbefs of damnation, and of hit danger ef ft, 
ana (o the'toidd of. this have the Jqye of thrift, and what he has done & 
fuft/red for jJoaers, come fqddeoly into his aniod, 10 a manner that makea 
him believe. or a* Jeait ttroogly hope, be is one of the happy cumber for 
wbofft Chf'il) laird down his life ; and is it pofli fete but that be Ihorfld j>c 
£jtc~d with cbtnfort and joy, and haje his* : afff Aioos greatly "drawn fottfy 
towards loch; fckiocl anal almighty Saviour I And wbca be comes pow 1 o 
view God lo Chcift a* his reconciled God and father, be will oat orally jfce| 
fjuite otbetway* affected towards him too/ .VVhch he bebeves God baa, 
loved him with an cverla&ng love, andeic&cd him from eternity to be a 
veffel if rittrcy a*d ir> heir of gloiry ; his enmity againll him will herecp : 
onnatuWlly lutijie't hewtH rfeceffarily be afhamed and grieved that re 
fcas had Iqeji 00 worthy thoaghts of htm, and b** behaved fo unfuitabiy 
towards fiinn Aod fuch an app/ehenfjoq of frit pew (Vate, aod of God a 
great goodoefs, may produce a lading alteration in his life. ' He may be 
♦cry 2ealoos in rdigdn j aod pofEb'y very regu ar in his morals likewife. 
Here then, ts 'faith, repentance, love, and new obedience, without the ieail 
o:oaOon for any conformity to God in true botinefs from 6cft to laff Sue la 
thisgi as thefaare the natural growth of tha human heart, under fucj? rata 
and iunfhioe There is no need of a**y aluratioo in the* foil* or of any 
foreign feed Iqwo in it. ' 

1*hiI ffiiy be rnoftetetrly Conceived, by the rWp of a fimiHtode. 
Let us then, foppofe a king that is ftrictly juil i/his admibiffiraubn ; far- 
biding, on very fevere penalties, all uffrigoteoofaefs among bis fufcjccls, 
fcudyerf thorough io^fqeinj* thaf iafticc is duly executed po all ofTendert. 
A timber iif his fuhjcAs. who are VtcipnOy incliod, are uceafy ttotJcr Atcn 
ftllraintl, and groor difarTe6tcd tb thetr fovereign, and at length form a 
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Sufficient to account for all that is faid in the fcripture con- 
cerning their inability, and to make the grace of the Holy ' 
Ghpftas neceffary,as that makes it. If they have " an e^il J 

" heart 

« 

their prince is hereby greatly inereafed. One of them, however, is exceed* 
ingty deje&ed in fpirit, at the thoughts of bis approaching execution. For 
foroe time he remains 10 prifon witb'the red, in fearful expectation that ' 
etfry day may be his laft But m the ruidft of his greatt it anxiety, a mcrTca- * 
ger ac laft arrires with a gracious pardon* He is delivered from prifoo and 
fiooi death* Yea, his offended fovereige has fet his heart fo peculiarly :I 
npi'o him, that toftead of hating him ertteuted with his fellow criminals** ' 
fee is deter mioed to make him a particular favourite at court, and raife biro/ ' 
to fcoror and wealth, far exceeding his former condition before he became; y 
' a rebel aad a traitor. How great is the forprtfe ! how infbpportJbty the fy 
joy, apoa hearing all this I the wretch's enmity aod hatred it quite o*/ 1 
vcrcomc. Specially if he now ohderftarids that the king bad always a ' 
particular kind Aefs far kim> and never dtfign'd any penal laws ftrould ber - 
executed upon him, let him do what he would. He is fiii'otaith the ' 
raoft admiring fentfmeots of his Trjared gracioui lovereigo, and fovea him ' 
above all men in the world. But hardly dares to look op to him, he if \ 
fo a (turned of his former temper towards him, aod the- black defign he * 
had meditated againft his crown and life. AH this does not fuppofe any ♦ 
alteration in the ire be s real character. All this may be, aod undoubtedly 
wi \ be, though his vicioui difpofitioo, which firft gave rile to his di&Cec- 
t qd to his prince, dill remains in Us foilftrengrh. There if no need of 
bis becoming a new man, a friend to fight coufocft and an enemy to ini- 
quity /iaM>rdcr to his becoming in this manner, a warm friend to hit royal 
p*tioQ and benef«cl r. cor.fidercd merely as fuch; He may be foal hit ; 
days ; may, be one of the forcmod io his commendation, at lead in extolling 
the g»C4t'thtngs he has done for bim ; aaJ he may behave excellently well 
when underline kings eye, or when he expc&s he will heir of it. with 
a view to pleafe him, and yet be at heart as unrighteous a creature 
as etcr he was. even to bis dying day. 

Now fach a kind of reconciliation to GW, will naturally take place in 
a linnet, if he is only effectually terrified with the thoughts of " dwelling 
with devouring fire, and inhabiting cvcrUAirg burnings ;" and then gets a 
hope of God's lave. There Is no need of being born again, or ever bav. 
tog any thing of the moral likeneft of Cod, io order to it. Yea, the 14 
is no need of conviction, in order to fuch a converGoo as this. I mean a *- 
e-jovidion of the equitabJeneis and moral fitnef* of the ditioe admiaiitra. 
lion. Light, concerning the holioefs and juffiee. wifdomor general good* 
ocft nf God, is not what produces fuch a chingc as this ; nor t» it any 

;yi acccjLry in or4cr to it. Accordingly pcrfooi of thin kind of piety. 
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cart of unbelief," wholly inclined " to depart from 
le Hving God" fuch a heart will effectually and for- 
', .** turn them afide, fo that ibe^ cannot deliver their 

- ' \ " foul/* 

00 great concern to know whatGod ii fa himfelf, but Only what lie it 
em« ^ They hare do notioo of entering much into the nature vaod 
of his law, or of the gofpcl, and feeing into the divine character *nd 
as thereby exhibited* Thcfe arc matters of empty fpeculaiion with 
; things which .vital piety has nothing to do with. They know as 
about God's general character ; as much about the thiogs the Pfal- 

>rayed that his eyes might be opened to behold 5 as mpch -about «« the 
i the angelf defiroto look into*" as ever they, ex peel or want to. 
issfi nay perhaps not improperly be denominated antinomjans \ 
;h they are divided into a variety offers and eootendiog parties up- 
rticular quettions, about the faith which is not founded in holinefs, 
'hich is the foundation of e?cry thing*' 

me ftrenuoufly jofift, that no faith can ,adminifter hope and comfort 
»h tcunjjakemcatiuly good, (hort of " a fall perfuafion and confi 
\ of our enm lalvatioo." Or, a being wcllfatisricd (< of our recoa* 
on with God, and of our future enjoyment of everlafting heavenly 
oefs." To get this perluafioo is the grand fe act, o.r ' «• myftery of 
6 cation." To give this per fu a (ion without any evidence of it's truth* 
veo while it is fuppofed to dc4b fad not true, is the great work of 
oiy Ghoft, begetting u an incliaation, and propenfity of heart, to the 
cc of holinefs. "-—Others, not (b fond of myftery^ or notfo well uo- 
ndiog '* the way ©if raanu facta nag truth without evidence^" aod of 
3g a faifehood true, by the paini taken \o believe it ; chufe rather 
ipele, *< the fiipple truth," or geoeral report of the gofpej, beat ef- 
lly into a man's bead % when •*. he is thoroughly pinched with the 
Ebility of hope, oo every other fide, will give fuch a refrefhment to 
ind," as will do the whole work* That " many in all ages, only on 
iriog this, have become quite alhamed of their tormcr rebellion, hate 
:n led to love their fevereign, and encouraged to do thofe things 
ich are well pleafiog in his fight ; and accordingly have known what 
was to ftaod in his prefence, andhavetheir joy made full in be hold - 
die light of his countenance." The faith that does all this,, they 
i have a bare pcrfuafioo, or coo?: 61 ion in^he uadcrftanding, of w hat 
ed the truth ; Jc^viftg the heart to take care of itfclf* This, we 
Id, fomc call the /ait 6 of devils. But that *' however keen , the 
rnded reproach be, it can have weight with none but fuch as are 
tycd by found ioftcad of fenfe. For, according to the fcripture, the 
\c truth which faves Chriftl' people tormeots the devil's. So we 

1 them faying what have <we to do with thee, Jefus % thou fin 9/ God ? 
' $Sm came tHter to torment us before tie time /they believe, they 

11 hate 



j 



to comply with Hhc Gojfel ' r |t 

"foul." Nor would better natural abilities than xhif 
have, be of the leaft fervicc to them. If ever they co'tito 
to good, itmuft be by ftrength that is under a better ' 
= dircftion than thelr's is. Greatnefs of capacity has no* the 
leaft tendency to produce goodnefs* in one who is altogi- 
'ther deftitute of it. Sinners pf the^moft exalted genius 
and ftrength of mind, are certainly no more able to maUe 
themielvcs new creatures than the very wcakeft are, Ar^cL 
theTreafon of this is as obvious,as the faft is certain * viz, 
becaufc whatever ftrength any one has, he always lays It 
out according to his own hetrt, and not contrary . to, it. 
Confeqvfcntly all the ftrength of men,, and angels, 'ygk 
even Omnipotence itfelf, if the finner had the direc- 
tion of it, would never, make him good, Could he have 
divftbe.pbwer at his fervicc, according to his utmdft wifli* 
it would, not Tse to change his^ heart, but to enable hirh 
to id: jt r etut without controuL If therefore, firtners or** 
' lyknew what hearts they have, this alQjie would/br^ing 
them to difpair of help from themfelves, let their natu* 

ral 

» 

91 hate, and yet they tremble at that truth which Cbrift's people believe, 

•• love,aod find ftlvatioa id." The difference then, in the astc&ions excited 

by a belief of the g of pel, in the minds of true believer* and devils, arifca 

intirely from the d liferent circumftances they are under, aBd oot from a* 

»y difference in their tempera. The devils t hate to he tormented, and 

Ch rift's people love to be treated kindly and made happy. So the lame 

; belief of the fame truth, which exches the hatred and horror of the for- 

flier, Hflr the latter with jay *nd love. Thif difference is not/h^d'ti 

difcero ; and is naturally eooagh accounted for. But how any one, who 

is oot frayed by found infteao* of fenfe, (honld think of making mert of 

this than only a circumflantial difference, is not fo eafy to be conceived. 

A bare change of place and external treatment, would mate devils of foch 

converts ; and foch converts of devils, io a moment. They being after 

alt eficntially/ exactly alike. 

This way of affecting all the alteration wanted in wicked men, merely , 
by notions in the head, however firmly credited, and whether true or falfev 
whether called an appropriating faith, or a fimple belief, or by whatevct 
other names moft .forever leave a change df nature quite out of the queflioa: 
Indeed, it evidently procceeds upon the fuppofitios, that there is really v 
do difference, between faints and Goners, angels and devils, only they ar* 
treated diffweatly, or feme don't utdcrjland things fo well as other* 
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^ ral powers be never fo good, and make them fee t ba t Jr 
/ever, they art foved it wilJ be no .thanks to them, f 
/ . 5iNNtiis x ioWardly imagine* if they were only dealt 
. jjairlywith . they fhould d6 well enough. IF they peridhf 
^tney think it will be owing to the fatal influence of fomc 
. dark decree, or to God's requiring rhore o£ them than 
1 they can poiUbly do^ let them expert t&emfclves never fit 
•fanhfuUy. But he that imagines thui, knows hot •* irfije 
** f v pjague of his own heart/* " fie that trufteth ih hii 
\$wri heart, is a fool** ; ^ ."/:••■ 

- • 1 \ * ' ' ' ' • 

" ^ Should wc even fuppofca fc!r* determining |ii*er io tn£ will, inofe 
•Who #re dead in fin would not be able to hct^ themfeftes by it. Fdr 
•Ik' htliere to ptfc Aich a powerinto action the tight Way I iky wiltnof 
tier A; And « fclf determined dcterrtiio** «m. eootrarv to a ro^n'r heart, 

Were fach a trying pbfibk. woold be. no more thank* to fviro, than *be ha- 
'?iog his heart changed bg divine power. It on never be by thtir c*ivft 
prioer of hoUeert, that they are firft determined %p that which is good* 

when,; 'by the fq>pofai*u,t}*7 S*t* ^ho'indi^aod a!i ihcir Jwwerll to* 
;ptoy4dia oppofitiot ta> it. •'•'*'■ « ' 
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J p H N VI. 44. 

No tnaH can come to me y except the Father which bath Jhtit 

* me draw bim. ^ . . 

.• * 

THE g<*rtertl obfervation raifedfrdrri theft Words* wa| 
to this effcft* 

That no man is able to comply with the gofpel of 
Chrift, without the effeftual grace of Goch 

A prihcipakhing I had in yietir, yasto clear this docf 
trine of the common objection in men's minds agairtft itfc 
as if it represented the Moft High, as btuig infmcere and 
unrigHtcous in his dealings with tinners* Offering then* 
Taxation on terms he knows they cannot come up to ; and 
then coridemningand punilhirtg thetii^fortiieirrion^comr 

ptiance With fuch irrtpoffibk! conditio^! Accordingly, I 
Undertook, in the firft place, tO^*plairt and ' iiluftrate a 
^diftindtibn of two kinds of inability ; and to (hew tfiat meat 
arc, a?t uafreqxienily, in .commotv fpftctih* aid -lcriptu^ 
* " " ! E faifi 
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faict to be incapable of aftions which are thair averlfon, or 
which they have not an inclination to, as well a* of things 
which they could not do if they were fc> difpofcd. As 
likewife, that there i* a real occa(ipn for ufing this and 
the like cxpreflions, in Aich 4 rtunifer. There being, in- 
deed, an abfblute impoffibtlity of a man's a&ing other v 
way* than agreeably to his own heart, as well a* .tbfcfejs 
of his doing things^which exceed his natural ftrength. 

Secondly j I endeavoured to Ihcw r that finners while 
they a&ually ncglcA the great fal vat ion, are certairtly un- 
able, in ope or the other of thefc fenfe.5, not to negleft it. 
That fo long as they do not come to Chrift, it -mud be 
true that they want,' either fuch natural ability, or clfc 
fuch a heart, as is otcrflkry in order to thetr coming "to 
him. * 

Thirdly; J confidered the moral depravity of finn<»rs, 
ihewing that they have fuch an evil heart to depart from 
the living God, that.untjl thaif natures apre changed, it is 
impofiible they fhould come to QhrM,or chufe bim & his 
falvatioh. We are come How, to the 

IV. And lad head pjopofed,; vjz. To prove that fin - 
ncrs labour under no other impoffibility of complying 
with 4he gofpel, but only what arifes from their difincli- 
nation to it •, or from the.badncfs of their hearts. 

I do not mean, however, nor will any underdid roe, 
to afiert this, with refpeft toevery individual of the human 
race. For as the apolllc obferyes, " how (hall men be- 
lieve in him of whom they, have not heard ? and how (hall 
they hear without a preacher ?" 

There *re, undoubtedly, a great, many in the worl4» 
who, in their prefcot circomftarices, could not get tbe 
knowledge. of the^gofpel way of life, if their hearts were 
good. There ar(6 feme that have not the means of grace ; 
there are others that have not the ufc of reafon •, and there 
arc Others who have not, and never had, the fenfe of hear- 
ing. It is not aflertcd concerning any of thefc, that th<?y 
art not under a naw/4 incapacity tocojjvtp.Chnft. 

But 
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By t what I undertake .to eyince, is only, thtt perfona who 
h^vc ordinary intdloStual powers, >n<J bodily fcnfes, and 
• are arrived to y<#rs 0? difcfetipn, Iqd live und/cr the light 
of the gofp^ labour pnder 00 natural io^ility to obtain 
falvation : But that it they cannot comply with the re- 
vealed way of life, it muft be owing intirojy to their di£ 
inclination to it,or to the badnefs of their hearts, , 

Thirje ixt multitudes that evidently do not view t|t* 
matter in this light, Ic 145 peedfyl therefore, that thi^ 
point ftibuld be laboured a little particularly^ The 

1. Ar.o. J fhgll mafce .&fe of For the confirmation of ic 
isj that it is not God's ufual way, to require natural im* 
ppflibilities pf any of his creatures ; and to condemn them 
fpr not doing, wh^t they could not, , if they would. . 

God commands none of us to fly above the clouds, or 
to"bve^turn the (noun win* by the roots 5 or to do any fuck 
kind of itppoflibilities. Yea, we are particularly told in hit 
wpj^thaj *> if there be fij:ft a willing mind, it js accepted 
€i jiccbrding to that a man hath,|and not Recording to that 
" be hath not." If /man {199 PMt litjtJe cftate, it is not 
e£pc#ed or required that hp fljbuld give away a great deal 
to pious or charitable ufes. If a poor widow ca(ls in two 
mites, when it is all (he has, it is as well accepted as if it 
were two millions. ' If a man has never fo little ftrdngth, 
of b«dy or of n?iad, a willing exertion an^d good improve 
ment of tlut little, is all th^t js required of him. Thif 
is exceeding eyident from thofe /ummlries of the whole 
law, whkh #e have both in the old teftament, and in the 
ncw> Moles fays, Die#t. jo, it. " And now Iffael, 
•*' what doth the Lord jhy God require of thee, but to 
€ * fear the kdrd tljy Qod, fo walk in all his ways, and 
€< to love h'»i>, $n#to fcrve the Lord thy QofJi with all 
%t thy heart, and with all thy foul ?** And our Saviour, 
in ^nfwer tothequeftion of the fcribe t " which is the 
great commandment in the law ? H fays, Mat. 2z 37-*4°* 
VidlMark 12, 30- " Thou (haft love the Lord thy God 
!! with ali thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all 
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« ' Thy mind, and with ill thy ftrength. This is the fir# 
tf'arid 'great cornmindrtient. And the fecond is like un^ 
Wto it ? ' thoti (halt lore thy neighbour as thyfelf. ' On 
^ thefe two copirriandmenti hang aU the law and the 
^prophets.* ' : :;% ■ '." Y ; ".' 

It is evident from thefe paffages, that the whole Uw, 
Iti tfe high$ft perfe&ion of it, is level to fome kirid of 
•capacity whiphi men (till have, in the prefent fallen ftate, 
We §tt nbf to fuppofe, indeed, it is their moral capacity ; 
Pf that all the Lord our God requires of us, is* 6riljr tp 
love and fear and ferve hijn» as much as we are difpofed 
to* This would be no law at all. It would be a difpen* 
fation trbpa all law ; a liberty for every one to walk in the 
way of his own heart, and treat the Deity juft as his incln 
natiqri leads him. We are not to fuppofe a perfeft laiy f 
f^n come down any lower, than to require a perfect heart, 
and a perfectly good improvement of all the talents 
and ftrpi^gth we have. And it is evident, neither Mofes, 
nor ourSayiour, underftood the divine law as requiring 
more than this/ To lov<* and ferve God, with all the 
heart, foul, mind and ftrength,fcannot mean more than to 
tb.eutdpOft extent of our natural abilities; be they greater 
or Iris* Some mert are not capable of fo high a degree 
tiflove to God as others, though they are equally upright 
find well-difpofed \ becaufe their mental powers are not fo 
''' great j or thiir advantages to get the knowledge, pf . God 
have not berfn fa good. In like manner fome cannot dd 
fo much for God, for want of opportunity, ore./. Now all 
proper allowences are made in the divine law, for things 
qf this nature* The more apy one has of intellc&ugl or 
frodily ftrengthi Or outward advantages ; the more is re? 
• quired of him ; ahd the lefs any one has of thefe, the left 
i\ required* 'As to loving our neighbour as ourielves i , 
this U Undoubtedly equally inthe-poweroftheweakand 
<0f: the ftroftg* of him that is capable of higher and lowcp 
degrees of affection, provided he a equally upright difin* k 
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On the whofe, I think it is exceeding plain and evident* 
that God in his holy and righteous law, requires no int- 
poflibilities of any of u*, but what become fo by reaibn of 
pur prefent evil temper of mind, and unwillingjiefs tocx- 
$n the natural ftrcngth we have in the manner we ought. • 
And now, if we have natural powers fufficient for under* : 
jft&r)4jpg and doing our whole duty ; and nothing hinders ' 
any of us from coming up to all that finlefs perfe&ios, 
which is requited in God's perfect law, but only our own > 
wicked hearts •, I conclude few will think ^ny thing elfe 
lenders finners of ordinary capacity, who enjoy the out- 
ward means of grace, from repenting and complying with 
pm- gofpel. A* ■ » 

(I. Arg. that finners who enjoy the external light of 
the gofpel, are not under a natural impoflibility 'of com- 
plying with and obeying it, may be drawn from what the - 
fcriptures plainly teach, aad what is generally believed, 
concerning the great difference that will be made hetwtxe 
lg£h finners, and thofe who tievef heard of aSaviour, as to 
their final condemnation and punifhment 

Cur Saviour let thofe cities where he had chiefly 
preached and wrought his miracles, know,' that. their fi- 
nal doom would be much £he heavier for it ; and that it 
would be more tolerable for even Sodom and Gomorrah 
in the day of judgement, than for them.' K But this, *nd 
what is, commonly faid, about the great guilt of gofpel 
finners above others, furely fuppofes that there is iome! 
difference between them and the heathen, as to a possibi- 
lity <>f their underftanding theway of life, and attaining, 
falyation. It fuppofesthc former have a real price in their} 
hands, which the latter have not. But if the gofpel fla- 
tter is Under a natural inability to repent and believe in 
Chrift, an inability arifing from any thing tlfe befides* his 
pwff hearty this could not fuFeiy be the pife. Why {hould 
one who is,& always has heen,(b wcakprdifordered in his 
intellect, as to be incapable of underftanding the gofpel. 

Jbc thought a greater Imner for living in a chriftian land ? 

»7 »„» • • — /.-■. 
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We do not think this is the cafe ?s to idiots,or v quitp deft* 
rieus perfons. We do not think they will„ hive more to an* 
fwer for than, the heathen -will. But if we belicyc a natural 
impoffibility is required of men in this calc, becaufe their 
natural capacity was impaired or loft by the full : then 
for the fame rcafon we might expeft, that the heathen 
who never heard of the gofpd, and natural fpols who can 
yaderftand nothing about Jx f would ^^unifljed for P91 
embracing it, as much as any* For the)) wpuld jjot have 
been under -thofc difadvantages had^itnot been for the a- 
poftacy. ■ ,■!.-., 

i A*g. III. It i£ cxprcfly attributed in fcripture v .to the 
evil hearts <>f men, as the fole caufc f>( impenitence and 
\inbelief under the gofpeJ; 

Aw d it ought to be particularly obferyed^ that this i$ • 
flonp with profets'd defign to fet afide the plea of ignorance* 
/which finhersaqe fo exceeding apt to harp vpon ; and t# 
let them fee that they are without excujfe. " This is the 
V condemnation," our Saviour fiws,." that light is come 
<c into the world .; and men have loyed darkpefs rather . 
<c that) light, «becaufe their deeds ar^e evil." In another 
place he fays, " if ye were blind* ye h^d notha^finj ba^t 
K how ye fay we fee, therefois your fin rcipaincth " Afid 
again •, " it I had not done among them the wtfrks which 
*• none other man didj they, had not had fin:' but now 
*4 have they both feen* and hated <both p\c and my father 
«• *No*v they have no cloke for their fin/' That is, if 
they had not had thafe.pbw.crs of igiad, or thole means of 
COnvi&ion that were ncqeflary, It is true, they would not 
have been to blame, it would have been jiq fin in then?? , 
not to have believed in and received me as their Meffiah. 
jftut now when their undorftandings are good cnojigV ; and 
tphen means, powerful and fufficicnt external means 
have been ufed with them ; their unbelief and rejeo- 
tidn of me, can be owing to nothing but. the ticipc- 
rate wicked nefs ot their . hearts. It is knoufleJgf and not 
'Stance ot my chara&er, that is the fpring of their hatred, 
■any of them are ignorant, it is their own fauk* 
■^-■, *■ \; Them 



to undcrjland *nd embrace tbtCtjpeh $p 

There is light enough, only they hate it 9 and will not come 
to it. ' v 

Arc. IV. That ic.it not owing to tfcaknefc of the unr 
derftanding, or any natural deleft, that tinners in ge- 
neral under the gofpel are not faved, is evident from 
the inferior abilities of many of thofe who aftually ob- 
tain falvation # 

It is not men gf the ftrongeft and bnghteft genius, antfr 
they only, that underftand and embrace the gofpejl * but 
Lhey are pcrfqns of very ordinary powers of mind* as. of- 
ten if n6t ofttner than any. " Ye fee your calling bre- 
M thrcn/' fays the Apcftle xo the Corinthians, u how 
M chat not many w\fe men #fter the fielh,-^*~are called 
c< But God hath 'ehofen the foolifh things ot the world, 
" and the weak things to confound the mighty/ 9 &c. 
And our Saviour fays, " I thank thee, O father* Lord 
" of heaven and earth, becaufe thou haft hid thefe things 
f* from the wife and prudent* and haft revealed them un-> 
" to babes. Even- fo, father, for fo it fcemed good in. 
" thy fight." Though God beftows the fpecial influent 
cesofhis grace, ju ft where and when he pleafcs,er as 
feemeth good in his fight, yet ht has doubtlefs always a 
fufficient reafon for fixing upon the particular obje&s of 
his fovereign mercy, exaSly as he does* Wi are not to 
,. conceive of it, as a blind partiality, but a wife fovereignty, 
chat is cxercifed in this matter. The reafon why not 
nuny of the noble and honorably are called, bur rather 
the bafe and fuch as are difpifed, is, we are told, that no 
jlefli fliould glory in his pre fence. And the reafon whjr 
( it feemeth good in the light of God, to hide thefe things 
from the wife and prurient, and to reveal them unto babes, 
may be, and undoubtedly one reafon of it is, that hereby 
it may be made evident, it is not owing to the fuperior 
ftrength of men's natural powers that , they difcovcr • 
the ftrait and narrow way which leadeth unto life ; nor 
to their we&knefs, in refpeft of natural abilities, that they 
do not, Jf babes arc able to fc* the fijityblpnefs and 
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glbry of the gofpet way of falvation^lunqueftionably, wiie 

men might, were it noc for fomcthing befides weaknefsOf 

uHdbrftahding, or any deficiency in the intellect merely* 

It \i evident from hence, that natural weaknefs can be no 

infuperable bar in the way of rticn*a obtaining falvation * 

tinldfc they are weaker than babei. : ' 

. Aro. V.. At leaft this will be undeniably evident* if 

Ve con fider what is done for a perfon when tbefe thing* 

l are revealed unto him\ or -when he is made to fee " the 

** things of theTpirit of God, is they are fpiritually 

; Cl difcerncd." 

" 66d does not reyeal any new truths, not contained in 
^is Written word ;tior does he give any new faculties to 
^eHons, or enlarge their natural powers of body or of 
jtihid, when he enables theni to believe and obey the gof- 
"peh 1 But what hed6cs*for thrfm, isto alter the temper Md 
'difpofuion of their hearts. If we found all that became 
resdrhnftians, however weak before, were immediately 
afterwards, performs of genius and abilities Superior to all 
^bther men, we fhould, indeed, have reafbn to fufpeft that 
the iroregerierate/ wanted better underftandings, rather 
.ttfin better hearts, in order to < their being able truly to 
know Jefus^CKrift, arid the way of life. But this is not 
the cafe. It is the heart that is created a-new, when ond 
becomes a good man, and not the head/ *We find tht 
natural powers of men are the fame after regeneration as 
before ; andoften far inferior to many of their neighbours* 
Vho hive experienced sio fuch charige; It is true, the 
Wiftom tff good rften \runs in another channel $ they arc* 
■wife to do good, and apt t,o get divine knowledge j but 
that is only becaufe they have a tafte for thefe things, and 
aire d%0fed id tak<£ains about them. " The children of 
w Aif %6rl<J Sire, in their generation, icifer than the cliil* 
u drcn of light?' They: profecute their own fchemes, 8* 
insik* profiticRcy in what they turn their hands to, and fet 
their hearts upon, beyond what good men do in thjt thing* 
v( virtue and religion. • What- make* aoodtnen fet the| 
• - glorjr 
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jglory of God", which others can perceive nothing of, is 
hoc their having more fpeculative knowledge about the > 
divine chara&er, than others have, or are capable of; bat 
their being conformed toGod in temper & in heart ; con- . 
formed to him " in righteoufnefs and true, holinefs." 
This, indeed, makes divine things,and all tilings of a mo^ 
ril nature, appear in quite a new light •, & hence they are 
fai^ to be renewed in knowledge. He that is altogethetf 
Unholy, let his head be never fo clear* and his fpecu!*- 
t|re knowledge never fo great,.cannot have all thatper-v, 
ception of holinefs^ which the wfeakeft faint has, whd 
feels the opperation and power of it in his owri heart* 
There is no knowledgelike that we get by experience*' 
A man that ha? never felt a particular kind .of pain, we 
fay, can have no idei of it; fo of parental affe&ion, one : 
Who has never experienced it, knows not what it is. The 
fame may be faid of all kinds 45f fenfations and affections i 
the experiencing them, gives a knowledge of them that 
can no otherways be obtained. And this holds true with ' 
refped: to holy exercifes and affe&ions as much- as any 
bther. Hence, thofe whi> are made " partikers of a dU 
•• vine nature,*' or who have " put on the new man * 
u which after God is created irt righteoufnefs and true 
u .holinefs^' are capable of a kind of knowledge of Gdd/ 
which is peculiar to themfelves. Accordingly the apof-/ 
tie John fays, " Every one that loveth, is born of God* 
** and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not ' 
" God ; for God is.love." i John iv. ^, 8. . He who is" 
acquainted with the feelings of uhiverfal benevolence, in 
his own breaft* has a different idea of hini who " is good 
"unto ill, and whofe tender mercies are over. all his 
" works'," than he whofe heart is contracted, and whd.» 
is truly good to none, has, or is- capable/of.- Particular- 
ly, he who is conformed in heart to God, fees a beauty • 
in his character and government* which no one of av : 
intirdy oppofite temper can pofl\bly do. The., teafaa > iss ** 
whatever atoy one regards* and is zealous about, he is 

F r neeefikrily 
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JtecciTarily-plcafcd to fee others regard, and be <;ngag*d[ 
in promoting. Thus if a man values hi* own particular 
interefl or reputation, as every one does* he is thente un- 
avoidably plcafcd to fee others' tender of it, ind difpo- 
fed to promote it. And if a man is benevolently eon- 
cerned Ibr the public intereft, he will in lilce Aanner be 
peculiarly delighted to fee others public fpirited.aftd zea- 
loufly aiming to fecure and advance the general good. 
The intircly felfifh fotrt, fcthfas if his own private hap- 
pijicfs was the mod valuable, ?*a the oklj valuable thinj 
in all tjic univerfe. Hence if he can only believe, Gb< 
l has fee hiskindeft love on hiin % from etirnity ; and fent 
his only Son from his bofom to die for Us fake, (whe- 
thcr necefiary or ivineceflWry, wile of v tinwifc, right or 
wrongs it matters not ;) this give* hirftthe moft exalted,? 
the moft glorious conception, of the parent and lord of all 
worlds, that his narrow foul can poffibly corkarn.-^But, to? 
him that rs born of God, and affimulated irt temper, te 
his father which is in heaven, things will appear in a 
quite different light.' To him -who is itiad* to be in any 
mealure of a true, a God-like public fpirit, an impartial 
infinite dilpofition to Maintain ir^iverfal order, to pro- 
mote univerfal good, is the grand, the infinite beauty.. 

To have the fpirit of Chrift, or the fame mind that was:. 
ia him, is, in like manner, the only thing that cab ena-. , 
Hie a perfon to have that fenfe which all faints have, of 
the greatnefs and glory of hit redeeming love: Hence itf 
wa* the apoftle Paul's prayer for the Ephefians, •• that 
44 they being rooted and grounded in tove, migVc be able 
4< to comprehend with ml/ainu-, what is the breadth, and 
length, andddpth, and height •, and to know the lovi 
of Chrift, which paffcth knowledge." Eph. iii, 17, iff, 

^ And to have a heavenly, that is, a holy temper and fpi- 
rit, is necsfiary in order to have a true underftanding of 
any thing heavenly * anything of 4 * the inheritance of 
* she Jaiatt in light," Of of what € i God hath prepared 
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ff for them that love him." Tfristhe Apoftle very par- 
ticularly and largely takes notice of, in i Cor. ii, 11— i §. 
ci Fcfr what man," fays he,*' knowcth the thinas of a 
*« man, fave the fpirit of man which is In him ?" The 
fpirit of matt) the narrow riefs, pride, and various corrupt 
ftffe&ions by which mankind are actuated, would be very 
^ncornprchcnflble to us, did we not feel, and had we never 
felt,any thing of the fame in our own breafts. We (hould 
bcpcrfc&ly amazed to' fee how meniA, not being *ble 
to conceive What inward feelings or principles fhould ex- 
cite them to behave in fuch a manner. —The things cf a 
man •, the enjoyments which fallen creatures fo fondly dote 
on, and fo eagerly puriue after, to one who never had a- 
ny thing of their fpirit, it would be inconceivable * how 
there could be any thing gratifying, or agreeable in them, 
jco any mortal.— 4 * So the things of God know?th no 
^* fpan, but the fpirit of God." The enjoyments of reli- 
gion and of heaven, can no more ^e perceived to haya a- 
ny thing inthem>by one who is iritirely deftitutc of a di- 
vine and heavenly * temper.— - u InTow we [have received, 
not the fpirit of the world, but thp fpirit which is of 
God ; that we might know the things that *re frtcly 
44 given to us of God. 9 ? That is, the holyjdeli'ghts & enter- 
tainments provided for faints in a future world. " Which 
things alfo we I peak, not in the words which man's 
wifdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth ; 
comparing fpiritual things with fpiritual."— In defcrib- 
ing thefe future glories and felicities, we. do not make ufe 
of fuch language as a carnal tafte would fuggeft, or as 
would be thought ;hc true fublime, by the wife of this 
world : but we fpeak of them in a manner to which wc 
are led by the fpirit of holinefs. To give us the moft ele- 
vated ideas of the jays to be expe&ed in heaven, we com* 
pare them, not with the idolized poffeffions and delighu 
of time and fenfe, but with thofe fpiritual enjoyments, 
thofe Roly exercifes and gratifications, which true faints 
experiences in fomc low degree, in this lower world. — 
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**: But the natural roan rccciveth not the things of the fpi- 
V ritof God : for they are foolifhnefs unto him ; neither 
. ** can he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually difeern- 
J' cd. r ^— fhe unrenewed finner, having nothing fpirita- 
al in hir^'to compare fpiritual things with, being a ftrang- 
crto fpiritual joys, err the feelings and pleafurefc of a truly 
Virtuous mind, they will heceffarily feem empty, out of the 
way jhlngis to -him \ nor can he perceive theif true excel- 
lence and worth, becaufe their b^ing perceived thus^ de- 
pendsiniirely upoft the fpirit and temper a man is of. v 

It appears f torn thefe paffages, that it is neither the hav- 
ing new truths fuggeftcd, that are not contained in the 
fenpturcs \ nor the having the imderftanding ^convinced, 
of the truths contained in them ; nor the havimg nfew far- 
calu'esof fljind given, or the old ones enlarged, or mend^ 
cd, or any liow made better, that enableya man to fee 
God, or Chri.ft, or heavenly things, as Jjaints fee theip. 
$ut that a foundation is, and can be laid^ror this, only by 
a man's becoming a^faint, or havingpa new fpirit givefi 
him ; tbefpirti which is &f God. 
' ! In a wordj whatever is faidJs^Tome about rectifying 
the*natural faculties, it. is ve^generally agreed, that re- 
genei-atiori is #ot a ^yyforfrchange, but a moral one. That 
it conftfts, hot in mm/m% men grtat y but in making them 
gwd. Tnat the new creation, is nothing elfe but the mo^ 
te\ image of God, conCfting in Tighteoufnefs. and true 
holinefs. But if thefe things arc fo, then certainly all the 
inability that is removed, and confequently all that wants 
to be removed, by the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, is 
incirely of a, moral nature,. .An inability which altogether 
cpnfifts, in 'the want of an honeft and good heart. 
i Arc VI. This way of conceiving 6f the impotence of 
-fallen men, does not fruftrate, but tends moftof all to. 
advance and magnify, the gfa<;e of God. s / t ' 
]LjN0t)yBTEDLY that view of the inability of mat), 
whidh is ttoft.ekfily an4 faitly reconcilable with the jtfftic* 

<>f Gpd^ ought ,w be ^ 4o?* ! not <k- 
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*ogate from the frecnefs and riches of .divine grace, in the 
dinners falvauon, x Now I prefume there are few, but whit 
are fcnfible of fome difficulty, in reconcilingGod's requir- 
ing natural impoflibilities of us, with any notions we have 
of -juftice. As if he fhquld require 4 man to fly^or lift a 
million weight, or make a world. And fliould fufpend ' 
his falyation on the condition of his doing fuch things as 
thefe, which are evidently beyond the capacity of any man t 
let his difpofition be as it will. And fhould fay he fcad 
nocloak for his fin, in not doing things of this nature. 
A ltd that for his not complying with fuch £ merciful pro- 
pofel of foliation, it fhould be more tolerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for him. I 
fay,* I believe there are few, but muft oe fenfible of fome 
'difficulty in fceiag into the reafonablenefs, and juftire of 
this* But then, perhaps they may think, thefe is no way 
to leave room for .fuch a difplay bf divine grace, as we 
are taught th^re is, in the falvatlon of men, withefuffup; 
pofing fomething like this to be in faft the cafe. They 1 
may think there can be no heceflity of the grace of the I 
HoJy Ghoft, on fuppofition finners can comply with the j 
Gofpel, whenever they are difpofed to, TBut any appre*. * 
heniionS-of this kind, muft arifc from a v$ry favourable 
opinion of the goodnefsbf the v finners difpofitioxi. As if 
heywas lb willing to ufe his talents, and improve the price 
*put into hit h&nds aright, that God has no way fufficiently' 
to difplay his grace towards him, but by requiring things 
pf him, which the holieft creature in the univerfe, under 
his circumftances, coitid not perform. If men are ill- 
dtfprtfed, they fo far Hand in need of grace to enable them 
to do, that which without any fuch divine help they wqyld 
find no difficulty in, if they were Well difpofed. And is 
it not eafy to fee, that it will require as much power, and 
more g face, tb-change a finnefs hearr, than to alter '% 
man's head, or enlarge an^of hi$ natural faculties ? . ' 
The for,who has lived in a courfe of intemperance froni 
twenty to thtec fcore, is ftill under no inability to reform; * 
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jbut only Mfhat arifes from his own appetite and inclinat^ 
-on. Re might (till rcfufc the glafs, and beco me a fo ber - 
man, without any body's advice or help, if his. own will 
was not wanting. But yet no one would think it a lefs 
vnpromifing undertaking, to go about to reclaim fuch a 
pcrFon, than to cure one of a bodily infirmity in which 
the patient's will had no hand; and which he £oufcl not 
get rid of himfelf ? let him be never fo'heartily, and ftea- 
dily, *nd ftrongly defirous of it. Suppofc luch a one, 
that had had all motives, fetched fron? this world and the . 
world to come, repeatedly urged upQn him, ia the ten- 
dered and moft forcible manner by all his friends ; but 
without the leaft pffe#. Should one at laft, find meap$ 
jro perfuade him into $ thorough ajid lading reformation; 
would he not bp thought to do as great jl thing, as he 
jthat fhould eyre one of a natural in/irfmty that had long 
fcaffied the {kill of all the phyficians f A 

Moral Gcknefs jmay be as hard to cqrr, and require 
as powerful' means, and as able a phyfician, as natural 
fickhefs. And if a man is dead in the moral fcnfe; that 
is, has loft all principles of true y/rtu£ intircly, he is 
as abfolutely beyond the reach 9^ sJ* m?ans, as to their 
bringing of him to life again ? as one that is dead in the na- 
tural fenfe. Moral means, can only worjc upon fiach moral 
principles, at they find to work upon. They canptc 
produce a ntwnatwrt r nfw principles of a&ipn, ?ny morjb 
than natural means can make new life for fheipfelves to 
work upon, in a dead carcafe. Cultivation and manur- 
ing may make a bad tree grow, and bear fruit, after it's 
kind. But can never make a thorn bear fig*, or a bram- 
blc-bifh, grapes. Let .what means will be ijfcd, fo long 
as the tree is evil, the frjii't will be fo likewife. If man- 
kind have loft the moral image of God intirely, it is eafy 
, so fee, that nothing fliort of a pew creation, can reftore 
it to them. If they are dead in trefpafies and Tins, the 
quickening them, mud be an in$ance #f the working 
of God s Blighty power, in a fupcrnatural manner, like 
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that of railing Chrift from the dead* And without a 
work of this kind, whatever means are ufed with them; 
thay will never have the feaft fpiritual life, or real holi* 

And now, does not the ad mi ting fuch a total moral 
depravity, fuppofe room arid neceflity enottgti, for . the 
trace of the Holy Ghoft in the falvation^of men, without 
fuppofing any deficiency in their natural facilities ? , 

But 

> # Ob. Rtgeoeraioa it freejueotly represented to fcriptorc, as befog* 
effected by meant. Men are faid to be botfn again by the word of God*. 
l Pet. i. 3 J. To be begotten by Jhc word of rrotb. James i. 18. Ana 
Paul fays to the Coriatfcians, " lo Chrift Jeliit I have begotten you' 
through the jgofpel," Bat how is this to be reconciled with miking the 
thickening of fioncrs, properly a fopcrnattral work ? 

Ani. Almofttll the fuperoatural works, recorded ia trie icripturct, 
are reprcfeotcd at wrought by meaot, at moth' at regeneration it. The 
/ red«(ea was divided by Motet's rgd { and the rive? Jordan by Elijah'* * 
mantle. It was by'fmitiog the flinty rock, to the wiidernefc, that the> 
waters were made to taw oat of it'like a river. Mofes brought forth 
t*his water*, at maeh at Paul regenerated the Corintnian's. It wat by 
throwing a fttck into the river, that the young prcrpheYt at was madt? 
to fwim ; and by warning feven timet in Jordan, that Naamao wat heal- 
ed of hit leprofy. It wat by propbefyiog over a valley of dry bones, at 
fcprefented in the vifioo of Ezekiel, and calling to the four winds to 
breath upon them, that they wire converted into a living army. H 
wat with clay, maie of dirt and fpittlc, that oar Saviour opened the 
eyes of one that was born bltod. Aid by calling with a fond voice, 
#ut Lazarus wat made to hear, and c6mc o«rt of his grave, after* he had 
been dead roar days: N jt * 

Now to fuppofe that regeneration is effected by meant, at ranch, a* 
thefe things were.it not ttkoofittent withitt being properly a fuper natural , 
wotk. Bat that it it effected by the p<ri»i$r of means', it whai 
the fcripruret are far front leading us lo conceive. It wouldbc I 
fboaght very remarkable, if any one Mould undertake to czplahJ^Pfer 
connexion, betwixt the means ufed and the effect* wrought, in thofe * 
iaftfocea now mentioned, in as natural and iatelltgable a manner as fome 
have 4 attempted to/ dd, betwixt light in the underftaading, and the pro- 
dadiont\of grate in the heart, of a totally depraved Gooer. But yet, I 
apprehend, any of thofc things, may be at rationally accounted for, fromj 
the known lawt of nature, at regeneration can ; and that the plain ac% 
count of fcripturev at much obliges nt to think, the former were ef- 
fected by the powdr, oV aatnjfal fcaddaty 9 ©t f Vopcr canTality af mcaotV 
at jhai Ac Utter U. 
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Birr let us compare the two hypothefes, that of a na- 
tural Inability, and the contrary one which I have now 
been endeavouring to prove, and we may eafily fee which 
gives the higheft conception of the grace of God. Thofe 
Who conceive finners labour under a natural incapacity to 
come to Chrift, place the defect in the undemanding. 
They fuppofe that ignorance and mif-apprehenfion, is 
the primary caufe of all our enmity and oppofition to* 
God* And confequently, that as foop as the undcrftand- 
ing comes to be rectified and rightly informed, we of 
courfe become reconciled in heart to the way* q£ God* ¥ 
and p]f afed with the character and mediation of Chrift. 
Thisfqe^ms to fuppofe we always had been conformed to 
God's real character, in the temper of our minds ; and , 
that all we had been quarrelling with, and enemies to* 
Was only a falfe idea of God ; or fuch a character as no 
ope ought to love. As ifa very righteous man, (hould be 
prejudiced againft & greatly engaged in oppofing another^ . 
that was really as righteous and good a rnan as himfelf. 
But he had been rnif-informed about him, and conceiv'd 
him to be quite a different man, from what he really 
Was. Now as foon as his underftanding comes to be trii- 
ly enlightened, or his miftakesarc removed, and he gets 
1ft thorough acquaintance, the good man k>ves the good 
inan, of courfe, without any change of cnara&er in ei- 
ther. But, (haK we view the enmity of the carnal mind * 
fcgainft God in this light, in order to have the itioft ex- 
alted idea of tho, divine grace, irj the falv^tion of fuch a 
carnal perfon ? Shall we fuppofe thatthe reafon, and the 
Only reafon, why he is not, neither indeed can be * fubjecfc 
to j|t laW of God, is becaufe he does not* neither indeed 
caaunderftand it? Or becaufe,throUgh the wcaknefs of hU 
hatural powers, he undc*ftands it fo* as it would be 
wicked to obey it, and no truly virtuous and upright 
hiipd, could be fubjeft to it, orfuitedwkh it, in bis finfe 
of it ?— In that cafe, all that is ncceflary to be done by 
the divine fpiritj is* to infjpr'm us rightly concerning the 
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koty nature and ways of God •, and lee. us know that all 
©tar hatred of him, is owing to a mere mi fonder ft dnding i 
and that he is really juft fuch a being, as we all natural- , 
ly love ; £ven altogether fuch an one as ourfelv.es. Caa . 
there be * neceffity of any thing fupepatural, in 
bringing a {inner ** out of darknefs itito God's marve- 
lous light," if this is all that is implied in it ?— Yes, i& ; 
will bd laid, a fupefnatiira^work upon the under bonding* 
is ftill neceflary* Though light alone, will produce all; 
the change of* heart that is wanted ; yet not objeBivt 
light merely, but what may perhaps be called fubj.eftivi, 
light. That is, the underftandiag itfelf \ muft be ftrength- 
tned, or enlarged, or brightened, of fpme how mad* 
betters othefways th<* external light* however clear, wilt 

♦ lhirte in darknefs^ arid cannot be comprehended* 

Now if this is the fupernatural work of thel lpint* 
which perfons.are the fybjedtsctf when they ate born a-* 
gain, it is of the fame naturp, as if a aawral fool, fhould* 
by a giiracle, hav,e* reafon given him. * But is this the! 
way to advance the grace of Sod rnoft* in our falvacion ?, 
Is it the moft wonderful inftance of rich grace* to give* 
ah intelligent mind, to one whofe heart was fo, good* 
that he only wanted to have reafon enough to bet 
able to underftand the. gofpel, and he woyid tr&* 
brace it rftoft cordially as foon as ever it w*s propofed td 

' him ? does the grace appear fo great in this, as in change 

G , ing 

Mt!s apprenticed, thlsrep^fehtatioooftfie hattcf, Will be* tfeo'C 
Unfair, if aot quite ridiealotts. Men don't raeao to be made natural 
foots of, neither. The weaknafs, aad bliodocfs, aad want of abilities fd 
much coroptaia'd of, isoothiog of this kind. They would be thought t«* 
h*fe as mach wit, as much reafoa, and food fecjfe, as the bei* dotwithx 
ftaodiog all their darknefs of underftariding. Nay, tbey may exceed «- 
*ea a Ldcke, or a Sir Ifaac Newton fo ciearitels aad ftrlfttjth «f miod* 
aod yet ha#e fuch weak intellects, as to be incapable of uddfef fading 
tfaly, the plaioeft ptiocipies of the oracles of God. fbnj the ropatsti* 
•Q of the head, aad the heart, are equally ufreo care of J ; while the poor 1 . 
4<f*a % which roul bear the blame of all the fitf id the wdrld, ii ft&iddat 
•<uo a cofaer ofc ths foil, wiiictt ao foal hat, aai therefore! wbioM jjj# 
•waatcs hi* ai:fc-uiail*j* i *A» . , . \ ,.> . 7 
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ing the heart of otic who was an enemy to the trui God ? 
One that might have had light enough, only he hated 
the light and would not come to it ? Or one •that had 
had the light of conviftion forced upon him,- .and had 
b^th fcen and hated, both the Father and the Son, both. • 
v the law and the gofpel ? v 

Let alny one only think how he would -addrefs him r 
felf to God, with a view to magnify ths riches of hi* 
grace in faring him; Would he think that lefifcnmg his* 
former natural abilities as much as poffible, was the way 
to do this mod effe&ually ? Would he acknowledge 
that man by the fall had loft his rational powers, and was. 
become no wifer than the beafts of the field, and of no 
more undcrftanding than the fouls of heaven \ and 
therefore, that he ha$ been utterly incapable of know- 
ing what a kind of being God was, or what his law re* 
quired, or getting any juft notions concerning Chrift 
and the way of lalvatidn ? That no ©nc.whofe mental 
powers were fo weak, or fo much difordered, as his had 
^lwayVbcen, could ever poffibly get a true underftand- 
ingof any of thofe things ? And if God had not been 
gradoufly pleafcd to give him a better bead, he muft in- 
evitably have been loft forever ? Is this* I fay, the ac- 
knowledgment one would make, with a view to glorify 
fovereign grace, in bringing him out of darknefs intQ 
* marvelous light ? — Or would he not rather acknowledge 

the good nefs of God*, ingiying him rational powers in 
his firft formation, and fo rendering him capable of aft- 
ing a highefr 2nd happier part than tht mere fenfuive 
creation $ capable of fencing and enjoying God as a ra- 
tional creature I Would he not acknowledge that, tho* 
God might moftjuftly have deprived him of all the pe- 
fctilrar dignities and advantages of the rational nature, 
for his own iAc^not trifcrfely for Adam's abufc \>f them, 
yet|.hc had not done it ? TKat he had not been denied - 
^fee ufe oif reafon, or the opportunity and means of know* 
ang God as many had been ? But that tinker 4 all thefe^ 

advantage* 
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advantages to kn6w God, he had not glorified him as: 

Qod r nor been thankful. That he had (hut his . eyes _ 
againft the cleareft light, turned a dc^f ear to the mod 
gracious calls, and bated the beft of Beings - f hated him, 
not for what he is not, but for what he is ; tor his 
rightcoufnefs, for his holinefs ; for thole very things for 
which angels and faints, fo much admire and love him. 
And that the more he knew of God and Chrift, the more 
he hated them *.and fhuuld forever have donefo, had* not 
divine grace moftaftonifhingly interpoied in favour of fo 
yilc a wretch, and changed his nature, given him quits 
another iifcir it. 

It is ftrangeuf any (houli ferioufly think, that difplay- 
ing abroad their natural weak nc fifes and infirmities, and 
allcdging thefe as the only caufes why they have' not 
known or done, better than they have, is the way to 
"Jiumble themfelves moft before God, and to do the moli 
-honor to his grace in their falvation. 

Thosb whohdld to natural inability, and fuppofe all 
thatfinners want, is to have their underftandings rectifi- 
ed, thereby virtually and really, tho* I fuppofe not de- 
signedly, deny moial depravity, altogether. But fhould 
-we fuppofe finners are depraved, apd even totally depra- 
ved, in the temper of the r minds ; but that they are fo 
.impaired. in their natural powers too, as to be incapable ' 
.of underftandingand complying with the gofpel, if their 
hearts were good : This natural inability in addition to . 
the moral, would not lay a foundation for a larger and 
fuller difplay of divine grace in their falvation, but the 
. contrary; Suppofe mankind, when they loft the moral 
image of God, had loft their rcafon jtoo, and become 
; fools in thf natural fenfe ; and that when their "under- 
• Handings were refltored, they were rent wed in {We ter$* 
per of their minds alfo; then* you fee, they.' would 
: never have had Qgportunity to it/cover their' mprar de- 
_»pravity, as when they have ; had . underftandings good 
- enough,, an41uve knnwq God, but in works have <Je- 
-a . . . . x fiicdl 
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jjied hina, being abominable, and difobedicnt, and to 
every good work reprobate. It w$uld not appear to' 
themielves, or to any but the Searcher of Hearts, what' 
anevildifpbfitipci they hie} 1 been of, and what a moral 
change had been wrought in them. And confeqwently^ 
the diyine grace towards them, if it was in reality as' 
great, would not be ffianifefled fo much. But, indeed, 
the grace of Ged in the latvation of men, on that fup- 
pofition, would not in reality be fogreaf. The better 
understandings any have, and abufe, the greater is their 
guilt - ? aijd .confequemty the greater the. grace ftiat fayei 

.. ££l that now remains is the Improvement. And, 

, i. From what has been faid I think it follows, that 
|he)re is no foundation for conceiving of finners as be* 
Ing to blame and incxcufable, in part of their negleft of 
the great faUration, land not in the whoJe of it ; or that 
yhey may reasonably be exhorted, to c& piart of what is 
jthplied in coming to thrift, but not the whole. Some 
feem to fuppofc that unregencr^te finners are not to 
klame for not! doing things which imply real holincfs, 
! And can't be done without, as repenting truly of their 
fins, believing in Chrift, Ibving God, &c. But that 
. jfgjr not doing other things, which may be done witbr 
put any holinefs at heart, as reforming externally, pray- 
; , ing, &o. they are altogether inexcufable. But is not 
this evidently adlftinftibn '^thout any jjuft foundation ? 
Either the natural abilities of men moft be th* mca- 
.fure of their duty, and aH they come fhort of this i* 
J5n ; 6relfe 4 thcir duty is to be tneafured by their moral 
^ ability^ ' £nq they are* tit blame o«ly fo far ks they fall 
/fcdrf of doing, what they h^ve,a heart to (to. Now 
'\u Ve ifc vjnder Qtiiguipn to do wtlt, to the utmoft of 
Vpurna/^i ppwpf, anil ^oabatemenfcbf duty 'ought to 
a fce rnacfe ? pn account of ah evil hearty or the want of a 
," good one'; died* finners are to blame a«d altogether ia- 
* &$$fobk* in not forfaking fin heartily! as well as 5* 
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ternally ; in not believing in Chrift, loving Gad and be* 
ing cordially obedient to his will* For done of thefe 
things arc irnpeffibk to fuch as arc well difpofed. Bui 
if moral power is the meafurf of duty, if want of. a 
difpofitioft to do otherways than a man docs, reader* 
him excufable and not to blame •, then all are excusable, 
none are to blame. The thoughjtlefs and fee u re, the 
prayer lefs and profane, the moft profligate and aban- 
doned, are as cxaufafcle, as little to blame as any others, 
For theincliaatipns of the worft of men; it. may, with* 
out any great ftretdh ot charity, be fuppofod, are as bad 
as their actions are. They are none of them any more 
wicked than they are: difpofed to be* Nor have any of 
them a moral power to be any better. The diflblutr 
and immoral might reform, it is true, if they >yere in-, 
clined to. The c^relcfs finner might become ferious 
and thoughtful about his falvatiop, might read and 
bear, meditate and- pray, if he was fo difpofed. Bur it is 
as true, that fiancri might come to the faving know- 
ledge of .the way of life, might refpeat and believe the 
gofpel, were they To difp&fed. Nothing but a heart is 
r wanting in one # aft any more than in the. other : r And 
that is wanting in both cafes. " The vile perfon will 
** /peak vilkany, and his heart wtt work iniquity, to 
* c practice hypocrify, to utter error, &c." Wc are tcJ4 
.that " the heart of the fons of men js full of evil/* 
And what they will do, if left to thtmfelves, we are alio 
told. See Rom. i. 27-T-31. " God gave them over to>a 
AC reprobate mind ;" that is, lett.thetp to aft their own 
minds without reftraint. . And what was tho confe- 
rence ? " They were filled with all unrigbteoufnefs, 
** fornication, wickednefi, coretQufnefs, O)aliciouf|iefs, 
^ full of' envy, mutdcr, &c." The fcandalpus fijmer 
will not become externally reformed, wi&out rcftratnir^g 
grate •, nor wili the fecute (inner feel^ _.*fid pray,, arid 
. life the means of grace, unlefs he is awakened ; any 

VHfr£ |Hft§ 8 £31 £iU 59ffi« to Chrift, without the 
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drawing of the father. The drunkard has not a moral 

p9wer,/ that is, a fuflfjcient inclination, to forfake his 
Caps, while he does not foriake them ; nor the lewd 
ppioa to forfake his lewd praftices ; nor the murder^ 
tr to hold' back his hand from ihcdding of blood, any 
taorfc than the natural man has to embrace the gftfpel. , 
/Therms is therefore nQ'propriety in exhorting tbp un? 
^gc aerate, to do only- fuch things aa are confident with 
an itii\ie\f depraved aftd y/jeked heart, as ifnothjpg 
further could be expefted of them at prefent, any mprs 
tfcan there \vWjlfl^be in exhorting the mod abandpa'd 
<tf mankind, to do only 1 whatjs cbnfiftcnt With their difr 
pofifion and^ourfe of life, becaufe nothing better can be 
«xjDe&ed of ttfem, <itt chey are better difpofed, or arp 
Wider greater reftfamts. ' V - '' , 

-Accordingly, there is no fuch compounding with 
the natural man, for what he can do, without a heart to 
'A* any thing t hut is good, to be met with any where in 
the facrcd ienpjfurcsi God's prefent t demand upen pvery 
one of us is, <" giveme thy heart." He docs nojt (ay, y 
jpve toe thy external obedience onty, wake a decent (hew 
'4>f teekirig and ferv'ingine, and it fhall fuffice for f he pre- 
fent ; for as for t toy heart,J know; <fi there is no hope, 
** it hath toved -ftraiVgers, and aftv them it mil go" 
The law requires truth in the inward papts \ yea it de- 
mands *perfe& heart. " Thou .(halt love the Lord 
* thy God, with all thy heart, and with ail thy tfouj, 
•* ahd with all thy imnd, and with all thy ftrength ; 
** and thy neighbour as' thy felf.'V Not,, thou flialt 
fcek and pray for this ,temper, towards God and 
man, but thou (halt have it.-* — 'The New-Teftametf£ 
preachers of fel vatrdh th rough Chrift, fay, •*' repent and 
believe the gofpeh Hepcnt and be converted that 
your fin* may be iblotoed> out*?* The fum erf* their 
preaching;, ** both »-to- the Jews, and alfo, to; the 
Greeks'/* was, ^ repeatancc^.i toward Gpd, and 
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" faith toward our Lord Jefus GhVift.* Not teftfc 
fyjng, " as the manner of Tome is/* Ukt if finners Uri'll d<i 
what they can, (meaning what their wicked hearts witt 
let them do, what the carnal mind which & enmity a* 
gainft God, may, content to,) they' Will ribt be left tope- 
rilh •, but God will undoubtedly have pity &h theta,*aii 
^fford fhenri further help. " 

Certainly* if the diving law is juft," lfO 4 tfiih cari 
juftly excufe himfclf, or be exdufed, fhoh of a p£f f fc$ 
heart, and a perfe<S life. And if the gofj&l is trtie, fc&fetfii 
is no fafety for any (inner,, no ground of depehdence thai 
God will have mercy oh him, or ever (hew him any fa- 
vour,(hort of Cfirift, & an a&ual iritereft in hirti by faitft. 
" He that believeth hot, is cohdefnied already, becaufe 
** he hath not believed in the name of the only begot^ 
" ten Son of God. He that believeth riot the Son, (half 
" not fee, life ; but the wrath of G6d abidetft on him^ 
" He that believeth not (hall be damned." 

'Tis extremely obvious, that 'the fcriptures fcverr 
where treat the impenitent and the unbeliever, with as 
little ceremony as any finners whatfoevcr. And it is 
exceeding evident, I think, from what has now becik 
faid, that reafon affords no plea in their favour, but what 
will equally excufe any (inner in the world, in being as 
he is,& in doing as he does. If the want of a good heart, 
is a good plea, every finner, and every Imperfeft fain4 
may avail himfelf of it to his compleat juftification- 
Thofe who are fan&ificd but in* part, cannot be blamccl 
for being but imperfeftly holy. Thbfe who have> do 
true holinefs at all, cannot be required to have ariy f or 
be blam'd if they act as well as they cah without lt^ 
And, by th$ fame rule, not fo much as an external re* 
ibrmation,can be required of thole who have rid mind tQ 
xeform. Nothing can be faid to th« pufjpofe of excus- 
ing finners on account of the badnefs ot their, hearts 
.umefs we would .utfdertakc to maintain this! general 
principle, that the duty of every one, mqft be only julr 
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acctfdrng to every ope's difpofitiqn. But if this pritf* 
ciple is true^ ever y one muft eafity fee, there can nevetf 
fce any fucb thing as negleft of duty, or defcrt of jitf- ; 
nifhment, or need of grace, in the univerfe, 

2. Prom what has been faid it may appeal, that there 
is no force in that common plea in the mouths of fin- 
ners, namely, That they did not bring their depravity 1 
upon themfejve*, but were Worn with it. If their heart* 
*re altogether finful, they did'nt 'make them f6, nor is 
it any of their fault j they have only fuch hearts is were; 
given th£m, with&ut their choice or confent. — Now ia 
•rguing thus, they evidently view a wicked heart, irt l 
v\o other light than as a mere weaknefs, which a man 
would not chtbfe, but it is what he cannot help. They; 
confidcr it as a thing not at all faulty in its oivn nature \ 
To that if they are to blame about it, it tfmft be for 
jpmething previous to it, and quite of another nature. 
Concerning innocent natural infirmities v wejuftly judge 
jn the above manner. Thus if a tpan is fick, we dqrrfc - 
Jblame him for it * we know bodily ficknefs is no moral 
jpvil. But if we are told the man brought his (icknefi 
upon himfelf, by intemperance, or fome bad conduft, 
then we fault and condemn him ; that was a moral 
evil, though this is not*— Now thofe who^make the a* 
bove plea, reafon juft in this manner arbout^/i itfclf. As 
if it was nol fin/hierely to be a (inner \ or to commit fin 
when one has an inclination to. But that the bringing 
a finful difpnjition upon ourfelves, had we don<5 this, w*ul< 
indeed have been a very wicked thing. 

Hince it feems to many, as if the poor finful chif* 
dreh of men, were only as it were under, a fit of fick- 
iiefs, which Adatn brought on himfelf and them, by da- 
mijj; an evil deed which he might eafily enough have a* 
voided, in. as much as he was perfectly holy ; but that 
we his mifefable offspring, being by nature finners, arc 
Xmder anesefllty of finning, and therefore cannot be to 
tlame for it. It fecmS ki rf Adam was in reality the 
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§p\y finfter, atnd K\%firfi fin, the only fin of tie humat** 
kind; becaufe that fin Was committed while man had* 
not an imaginary, but a real, a moral as well as natural 
power, to abftain front all fin. That is ; the firfl: fin diet 
ript anfe fr-pmi, or confift: in, any defeat in the will \ and 
herein confifts the finfulnefs of it. If Adam did*nt fii* 
before he had any inclination to, and while he was ftrong- 
ly ^nough inclined to the contrary, it is eafy to fee> he 
had jiilt the fame etfeufe. for, his firft (in, as we have for- 
iny of ours. Let his fir ft fin be placed where it will*' 
whether in actually eating the forbidden fruit ; or in hear* 
fcening to a:ny temptations to do it ; or in being off hi* 
watch 5 or in whatever any one pleafes,ftill we muft iup^ 
j*6fe it committed while his heart was petfe&ly good, elfe 
hedid'nt fin without tftis boafted excufq of other finners, . 
want of a moral power to do otherways. Thus by forgetting 
that fin is in itfelf finful, we are If d to look for fome* 
thing elfe that is fa, not in finners, but in perfectly in r 
rio^ent beings I We are led to ftfppofe, creatures are 
c^pawfe of being to blame, no longer, or further* than: 
they, are holy! We conceive Adam to blame, becaufe 
of the tiprightnefs of iiis heart; and ourfelves blamelefs* 
bfecaufe our hearts are fo wicked ! For in this way, we 
Certainly bring nothing but perfeft holinefs into the ac- 
count, as ain aggravation' of .Adam's fin, beyond thofe 
^crf" his pofterity, 

The very firft icfeawe carfhavg o£ fin, Is a depraved 
#ftd wicked heart. And if this is not ablameable thins 
in itfelf i there is no danger of finding any thing that is. 
Could we clearly confound all diftin&ion betwixt natu- 
ral and mbral^vil, and fo betwixt natural and moral in- 
ability, as things ejfentialfy different, from our own con* 
fciences, we ftiould be fecure enough. And in matters of 
religion, men generallydo confound thefe things fo far 
*& to feel vefyeafy, and very much as if there voasno tin* 
©ut let a neighbour be very u&feiad* and injurious t® 




58 . tfbe Improvement. 

*. » * « 

them, andihey begin to fee a difference. This doesiot 

look to them, juft as if he was only lame, and unable to 

go out of their way. Nor do they lay the blame upo£ 

Adam, but upon the malicious and unrighteous wretch* 

hiitifelf* Nor does their being told, it is his very nature 

to be fo, rhake them think much the better of him. l 

3. Ir, the diftin&ion now infixed on was well undef- 
ftbod, and clearly kept in view, it would appear, in like 
manner, that a finner's not being able to change hi? 
own heart, is really nothing in his favour. Here, fome 
may be ready to think, is the grand difficulty after all; 
^hat,thcy wanted to know, was, not whether finners 
would be able to comply with the gofpel, or to obey tl\e 
law, if their hearts were gobd ; but whether it is in 
their power to have fuch an heart in them. For what 
does it fignify what a man could do, if he had that: 
which he has not, and can by no means obtain ?-*-Sin,r 
ners don't fe« how it is their own fault, that they ha^c 
fuch bad hearts, and do nothing from gracious pjinfci-: 
ples,provided it is not in their own power to alter tneiti^ 
ielves in this refpeft. * " '' 

Now if a wicked heart was not a moral evil, but $ 
thing of the fame nature as a weak head, a bad memo- 
ry, or an infirm conftitution, this would be the cafe. A 
man is not to blame for having thefe, provided he carf- 
apt help it. But if a wicked heart U a thing of a crimi- 
nal nature, a thing quite different from any fuch natural 
wcaknefles,then there is no force in the above rcafoning^ 
If to have a heart to hate and oppofe, God and our 
neighbour, infteadof loving them as we are required, is 
a moral evil y as certainly it is, and the fum of all mo- 
ral evil ; then to fay a man can't alter in this refpedt, is 
only to fey he can't help being a moft vile and inexcu^ 
Tab^e wretch. To be unalterably in love with fin, docs 
notiurely render one the lcfs^ /tnfut y but tfie more fb«. 
Surely the wickeder amatfa/lican; is* the ©ore faulty 

"ftd to blame he ia. 
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But the fallacy, whereby finners elude their eonfei- 
tzmes in this hlatter, lies in a fecrct fuppofition that thef 
could not change their hearts, nor would they be chart* 
ged, thoughthey {hoold nevar fojineerely, arid heartily f 
and uprightly try to do it ; which would indeed be k 
'Very hard cafe. If a finner honeftly, and from a truly 
virtuous difpofition* tried, to the utmoft of his natural 
power, to Alter his entirely wicked difpofition, but ft 
would'nt alter ; he was as bad as ever after all ; it would 
feem-indeed, that he was in a very pitiable fituatiori* 
but not very faulty. Yea, it would he difficult to fee 
Vherein he was at all to blame. And that fomethin^ 
Hke this, is the real view which multitudes have of thfc 
•matter, is very evident* 

* Let us put the eafe (as people would have it) that 
finners were* in all refpe&s, able to change their own 
hearts. Only it rnuft take fome time, a month fuppofe l % 
and they rftuft apply themfelves very diligently^ very 
faithfully to the work, all that while, in order to ac- 
complilh it* There is a finner, however, that ntglcEjLs 
his opportunity, and fpends the whole month in fur, 
without ever ufing any Means, or making the lead at- 
tempt to get a good heart. Is be not to blame now for 
this? Moft certainly he is, But^whyfo? Whyfo!-*- 
Does not every one fee that fuch carelefnefs m a cafe 
like this, fuch indifference about becoming good, when 
it was entirely in one's power, mud be inexcufable t6 
the laft degree ? To continue thus in fin, when therfe 
was no manner of neceflity of it •, fu rely this can nevet 
be juftified.-^But another finner was much better dif~ 
pos'd. He feiz'd the favourable opportunity, and ap- 
plied htmfelf with the greateft imaginable diligence ; 
and at the month's end, actually became a good man. 
Now was he to blame, during this time that he was thus 
faithfully labouring, and doing ajl in his power to be- 
come good ? By no means. But why not ? He had a 
bad heart; Yes, but he did as well as em he could, not- 
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arithftanding that. No man cquld have done better,, 
.fender his circumftances. And he was actually of /l 
wicked difpofition, no longer, than till hecoujd ptffibiy 
pepcherways. 

• Thjljs people would be apt to judge in ,fuch cafes. 
Vind this (hews what notions jnen h^vepf inability Vith 
jefjwnceto the finner's changing his heart ; apd wh^t 
f he reafoi) i$ they fay the diftin#:ion of natural and piOr 
jral inability fignifies nothing. For by whatever tuifne it 
\\ called j they will conceive of it as bcijrg of the fanjc 
paturii Jf they own it lies m th/e wi.ckcd difpofitioft cjf 
the (inner altogether, vet they don't conceive it lies in 
the difpofition he a&sfrom, but in * great, .ugly difpofi- 
tion b* is effing again fi. Jbut i? junabfc to overcome. 
They fuppof? the inability h/e labours .under i$ fuch> 
that he may be welj difpos'd, and do well \ yea* tha$ 
he may be jdifposM to do the whole dp ty of ptip undtfr 
Jhis circumftanqcs, and aftually .do ir, and yet not be 
fable to hjelp being of an entirely depraved and wicked 
v dtfpofui.on* * Nor could they find thejeaft fliadow ofaq 
£xcufc for hin^ did they not view his cafe in this abfurd 
Jighti— did th«y notconfider him as faithfully exerting 
Jiimfelf, with an honeft and goo$ intention, endeavour* 
jhg tQ btcomegoed, but all in yain. Or at leaft, did they 
Hot fuppofe him willing enough to exprt himfclf in thii 
planner, only he knows It will figpify nothing.^ In this 
uyay.itis that a perverfe and ftubporn will, a wicked an4 
pnwilling mind, comes to be thought a$ innocent. 4 
thing, and as good anexcufe* as any in the world. If 
»is viewed as a mere weaknefs j a thing nof inconfifteaj 
frrith trying to be holy, but inconfiftpnt with fcingfo^ 
Jet one try never fo heartily. Which is th$ proper jvoti* 
pn of natural inability* And tp maintain this potion, 
ihey have a double meaning to eyery word, by whiefr 
; 6 the abominable thing*? which men atp to blame for+ 
fM pbfiibly he cxprefled* $inf thpydiftinguiih into yp f 
Iurjary t a&d involyntarft fcesefiary and wnnpeeflary^ 
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faulty aod.faultlefs one*. They alfo make two forts of 
wicked hearts, One that is really wjeked, and for which 
irnen are to blame'} another tl?at is totally wicked, buf 
not really fo at all. and which is no man's own ^feulr, 
£ould they only be made fen fible that their fins, anj 
|their wicked hearts, wpre of tjhe bad kind, their moutbl 
.would be (topped. Bur to fafjten a cdnyiftion of thi§ ' 
jjpon them, is one of the inoft difficult things in th|p 
world. ,. They will affix fuch ideas to every word tba$ 
^an be made ufe ef to exprefs an evil tiifpofitjon of 
1-ninJ, asto make an innocent thing of it j-rr-akind q( 
^ead weight, which, ^ther.they itiake themfelves as ealy 
j*s they can under^ kftowingthey muft bear it ; or ?Hs 
are. driving with all their might to (hake off, but can*r, 
Thefeekingil'nne^ at leaft, is foppofejj to hayeas£nc6re 
an inclination to become truly good, apd to have a Heart 
ro do his duty, as a fick m&n has to be wel), His vailS* 
fj % his defirts, and endeavmn are all very good, All fie 
wants is to be, dirgfted how, or to have ftrength enough' 
t,© be able, to get .a eoocj hearr ? Thus " deceitful a- 
" bove all things," 'is the heart of a finner ! Thus art- : 
jfjurl in hjding itfelf, and keeping out of fight, and l^yrngf 
all blame fomewhere elfc ! The hearty the difpofikon^ th£ . 
inclination^ jhe' wiU y arc readily allowed to be afrogc' 
ther wrong and finful, while yet what* rs. properly meant" 
!jy all thofc words, is (till fuppofed to be good enough y 
jind hence jthe (inner can't fee how he, is lb blame* Ye* 
ihe very thing for whiph alone any one'V** be to"blaipV 
;is look'd upon as his (uffic)ent excufe and juftification," 
Thus.. " a deceived heart hath turned him afide, that* 
lie cannot deliver bis foiil, nor fay, Is there not a lie iri 
^iy right hand?" 

4. W« m?y hence learn, what alone is fuffieient to' 
convince a man that his utter impotence does not leflfen- 
tyis obligation in any meafure, or afford him the leaflf 
jdoak for his fins. It is only his being made fenfible' 

yj^at %n imMtpfiqt wfrllj is, %ni whercip ij cOnfilU*- 
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The apoftte f aul fays, ftom. vii, 8, 9. " Without th« 

*' law fln was dead. For I waSjalive without the law' 
€l once i but when the commandment came, fin reviv* 
u ed arid I dted*** The former of thefe fixations of the 
•pottle* is that of evety finner who can't fee how it is 
fioffible he jhbuld be wholly helplefs, and yet altogether 
iflefceufabki at the fame time, and in the fame 
£dbe& He Jus no juft convWion of " the plague of 
u his own heart/ 1 He is alive, and fin is dead. He 
fee* tteither his impotence, hor his fin, in a trde * light* 
If he faw wm % he would ncceffarily fee fo/i. Let an un- 
fig^fterate firmer only fee his real heart, and he will fee 
that he is helpkft enough. And let him only fee thit 
fart ofhelplefsoefs* and he will never have & thought of 
# f § being of the nature of an excufe. A man never 
fifldshimfelf utterly helpteft in this view, utterly unable 
to beeotqe good* by reafon of his actual badnefs* until 
fee fttids all the bottom fpringsand pririciplcs of a&iott_ 
^Uhirt him, are intirely wrong. . That he does not fo 
ttitldt as intend <o do his duty, as duty-; and never did*' 
TJhat he does not me*n iSotlU in any thing he does. This 
fmkes hlttl fee that his plowing is fin, and that all his 
poll painful religious duties, mud be an abomination to 
him who looketh oh the heart, ancl knows what thtfy 
Sill fpring from* He fees he has no regard for God's 

t lory, Cares norhipg what becomes of it, if be could but 
t late and happy himfelf. He fees be is dead^ and alt 
his works are dead Maris 5 and that he muft be cre- 
ated a^ftew^ or he ihall never do any thing as hie 
j&Ugjhti But does this view of his deadnefs, make him 
taofe fight of hir finfdlnefs and guilt ? does he now feel 
frimfelfefcCUfecliiftd free frOm blame>becaufe his heart is 
fo Wtaliv depraved*- fo oppofite to God and all that is* 
pod i Kdv Sin revivss* juft as fail as he dies. His 
leadfteft is fe&n to be ttQthingbut the very life and foul ? 
©f fiAv , Mii btfQitig fuch a heart, his being of fuch a 
tttt^^ t^ht«^d(> nothings caA del igh& ia nothing' 
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Ik* fin, he fees is the Very ttying that God's hvr con- 
demns hint to everlafting burnings for, and that moft 
juftly. If fuch a difpofuion as he ftnds himfelf now to b* 
oft would extenuate a creatures guilt, there is not a devil 
irt hell that could ever be datnn'd.-^Wheft a (inner one* 
files what he really is, his helplefnefs and his fin, Art feea 
quite confident ♦, and one juft as great as the other. For 
indeed, they art one and ibefam thing, 

- 5. From what has been laid it.may eafily be feen f that, 
there is no want of direftiwts proper to be given tf fin* 
sirs, but that all the difficulty is, they are not in a di& > 
portion to regard and follow them, Fettle are always 
ready to afk, but after all, what (hall finders do ? can 
you give them any directions how to get qu| of this 
helplefs condition ? is there any thing for tbwdo, Qt if < 
there not ?«Now this, however common it is, is cef*. 
tataly very impertinent. If it is a fettled point, thai 
the cafe with (inner* is, they have no heart to d# My 
thing that is good, people mull ftrangjjy forget them*' 
folves to afk, is there any thing for them do i as Jf ell 
the difficulty lay in anfwering this queftk>p>,or i* point-- 
ing out duty to them ! forely there is enough to be done* , 
if they would but do it. It is eafy to direft them t(>< 
the courfe they ought to take ; and it would be eafy td 
pot them in a way in which they might have great rCA»- 
fon to hope for falvatton, if they thought it a matter 
worth taking pains about, and were of a teachable fpi« f 
rit, and willing to follow good advice. It is much #&« 
er to iky what they Jbould do, than it !s to make them 
willing tQdo it. They ffwuU become feriom,& thought- 
fid about eternal things. They ftmli ** amend their 
.*' ways and their doing?,'* which are not good. Thetv 
fimld u fearch the fcriptures," and take ev^ry methecL 
improve evecy opportunity in their power* to acquaint* 
themfelves with God«~and Jefus Chrift«—ths law— ih^ 
gofpel— -and with their own character and ftate. They 
fhould ♦* cry after knowledge, and lift i?p their voice fefc 

!t undcrftandiflg ;" They ftiowld at feek it a? Jttvtr% ar 
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" fearc* for it as for hid tteafure." ^ey ft*>u ld Kc a* 

pen to conviction, and be willing to know the truth? 

aftd to embrace it when difcover'd. Thfey (hbu!d not 

cover their iins f but be fenftble G*f, humbly confefe, ancji , 

htaitity forfake them.They^uW, "return unto the 

ZjOwP' their Maker and rightfulSovereign, fubmitingttf 

'• hfr$ autkority,#>wAing his jnftice, and accepting his grace., 

. through the Mediator.- Or, in other worcTs^hey should. 

/ repent,' and believe the g«fpe£. 

But if they tfill not follotf thefc, nor any good di- 
fgftiofts <h*t can be given thcrfi, who Can help it ? If 
they will ftt at nought all the counfel of wifdom, what 

Sood can the beft counfel do them ? If .they wril nor 
tarken to the calls of the gofpfch will not come unco' 
Ghrift that they might have life ; will do nothing pro- 
per to be done by perfons in their circumftaticcs, there 2 
i* f abfoiutely no help for them : unlefs God himfelf inref- 
pofes, atid 4i tforketbinr them, towHl and to* da." * his* 
** good pleafare." 

' 6. According to what has beenfaid, th£re can be n<y 
feafonabie obje&ioir againft God's givirtg no encourage- 
ments of fatvationyon tower terms than an a&ual com- 
pliance with the gofpel. Many art ready to, fay, if there : 
are noprorfrifes (or encouragements amounting to th£ 
fame thing) on any terms fhort of faving faith,* God is 
ffiotin earneftiahis propofals to fitmers, and does not 
treat therri well, but ratber.trifles wrth and mocks thenV 
in their mifery vfor he knows that no* imfegencrate fin* 
ner can come up to fuch tcrmsf, any more than he can, 
make a 1 world. But according to what has beep faid, if 
fin ner $ were but in ttrntb tbefnfches about their falvati- 
oti v if they were diipo^d to tttat God well, and not t<r 
m$ck atld triHtwthiitn, there would be no difficulty in*, 
Che cafe* , There were natural impoffibilitics in the way of 
Our obtaining falvation. But Cbri/ihis removed ever/ 
thing of this kind out of the way. He has paid the 
dreadful debt crffofi* ring which we could never pay* 
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in& hiss wrought put an all-perfe& righteoufoeftforour 
justification, which mere dreatbres, having oac* traftf- 
grefsid, could never,, do. ;. And.ft^w h* jays, ^ Afk* 
44 and it (hall be given you : Seek, and }t fludj find * 
* ; Knock, and ic mall be opened unto you. ■; , t Fof. * wrf : 

V one .that .aflfceth, , receiveth * and . he that; feekcthi -. 
" findeth ; and to s him that, knocked^ ftfliaUtie^jopan*; 
f e$.'* r Pad fiAsare no b^r in ,thc Way ;? fori tljdrc ii^i 
f* a fountain fc* i>Ren," not only, " for Jud<h and J<^< 

V m^alem,* but for. all the world " pk waflhi m* froni > 
** fin aad from unelfcannefs," , .The gjeatcflt unwordii^- v 
fcefs is no objc&ion $ for ihe invitation is, ,?* Ho, evef^ 

V one that tnirftcth, . come j;c to the waters, and he 
*• that hath no r$oncy * come buy and eat, yei,come, -,- 
4C buy^ih^* and ^nilk^ without money, $nd without: 

pricey , Whtfttver wffl % let hina come, arid take the 
Water pf life freely/' . ^Sianqrs, yotf have really aa 
fair an opportunity for life,* according to t^egbfpel, aa 
probationer^ can pofiibly have ; as full a price in your* 
hands£ as your, hearts ^c^i ppffibly, d«fire^ ; There 
is rtpthing on earth) there is noting, in all the de- 
creed of heayen ; there is nothing in all tfic malice? ■ 
and power of hell,* that can hinder .yofur falyation, i£ ; 
you don't ' hinder it yourfelfes. , Nor need you b* 
difeduraged by reafon of any bad difpofition brought 
tfpon yoii by #dam, which yqu ,ire heatrtfly fottj 
for, and would lie glad to' git rid of, biit catn't* For 
*hc Secend Adam is able ca help' you, in this* as tfell asp 
other refpefts ; and Will-do it in a mWent^ if ym m 






the 
for 



Ieaft decree really defire \t % The yery thing he cams * * ' 
Was to lave from fin, the power, as well is theguile ■ * 
o£ it ; and tp favc whoever Waot* JO , feb .tliuji fc*ed. ~ 
This was tKe very reafon h« n>nie. Was .cailrt' Jtyfe* : : > 
Nor heed you imagine,, that yoii muft kyout all ffUiN ' 
Owri^ftrengt*' firft, andft^r^ ifat C» rwforwftly be ; 
^^ulired of one under, ^^r:.^T<;u.9CUe€aii';^tM "ithtri'*.-,- 1 <, 
i^jr hayc ju^ ah mwragemnt ot being fayed of graci ^ 
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after a life of fuch petfe&ion. . This iV the moft ?re- , 
. proaebfufideaof theGed of all grate/ that you can 
I* pofiibly entertain; No. If ydtf do fo Well thdt it would 
,; be bard for God ft* refufe you falvttion, he will favc you . 
moftrighteouQy, and never defire you {hould pretend' te v 
think tfcwtfi is any grace ih it. • But He will ftceive you . 
gra$i**jtyi attd love you frtffy* if you defire it, though , . 
you have not done fo very well. * He means toe tctcUe 
is much grace* as he would hive tHctortor «f, and rftt >* 
to be eternally praifcd for what is ndt his teaj dfce. -.. 
He is willing tp* feve you in as gracious a manner as .. 
ever you. thought ofy or can wiih for. Only weigh the . 
matter, and fay whether you choofe to be faved. . En- . 
ter into the nature of gefpel-falvation •, attend to the . 
chara&erand laws ©tClvrift. And, then Jay, whether » 
you will have bim and be bis \ whether y oh anq wilfing* , 
and foould- really chufe to exchange the fcrvjtude of .» 
fatan, fonthat liberty therewith Chrift rrtafceii liis"foI- .\ 
lowers free ^ or whether.you miift plainly fey, you love- * * 
your, old matter and yoar lufts, and chufe /rather/ so 
haveyovir ear/ bored, and be 'ttfervant forever./ Bur, 
howewr* " he Jure of this* that the kingd6ni of,God«'. 
€t iijcome nigh unto ydU '/'and if you, freely refufe to fr 
have any part or Jot in= it, fc^ aflured,' that when. ?he' 
wicked (are turscd into heU,|with all the option? that ^ 
forget God* it will be rrior<? toleVafcle far Sodm than 
for yoiu. Butlmuft n&t enlarge further, by wgy ot 
particular inference. # . ;.::*<•*' 

On the whole 5 I atn nftt able to coneeivie how any 
one who emegs into the taTfrwer, can queftion the propri- 
ety of snaking the difttn&ion* infiftcd "on in thefe. dif- 
courfes ; -or with what 4pp6*rarice of mfbn/atty can 
pretend it is a ufdefs diftin&ton. : : As to the importance 
of it \ ir ntoy.eafty be obferved, m how many inftan- 
ces 9 - uMn.jDhe inoftlleadittg points; and in^fietaoft ma- , 
terial refce&s, by the help & tfo'tfftitffi&av &moiv . 
fenfc wiU uofs the comn^n ^uons of fmhett, *xa&ly\ 
' < V; - - - . ' *'rvs\x\*-\ - -*■ - where 
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the bible croflfes thtni.wlt fees rcafon, irtclfcrip- 
jure, divine juftice* and diVifte^ra^, In a,<iqliite con- 
fident view/, whereas Withdiit \?r, *I £pprfeH8&d they 
rauft forever apppar irftsoncilabfe^lt \£xdi gdod men 
to fee that, human infirnrii ties Vnrflmperfedidni, are 
not ftieb cQntforta^ are 




it iteawstinwrs; thi^thw^dhfbn'is reallV al- 



together o£(8ei»felve$: Tbac % ^Pgfotftrf of difedur-. 
jgewieatio their cafe, i$ th^rbw'h ba$h£fs. And not 
the-;r unsvonthrnefs, neither, tmt frief^y th#r ykvaitling- 
ngfs td be mad^efean.. That this i«decd Tiiikes their 
eAfc : defp(|:ate^ : frortrev^ry *f her qiiarW btit tKe uaco- 
v^naoted grace; bf^Gbd. In t£mfetvts } cfr from any 
thing that mkn can Tiy or do, * there^is'nbhppe/ . Ncy 
** for they ha^elbired ftrangers^ and after tfiejn they 
** «w7/go? ? AntJ^ai'to changing^ thc ; hearts of fueh, 
God .has ' fefe f ved it as the fovereigo prerogative of the 
throne of : His graciy to ***** •have* mercy on whom he 
" will have mercy, and compafiion oi* whom he. will ^ 
** bavc-compaflion.^It ad*niniftcrs not fomueh com* ; 
fort, indeed, -to fiuners in tfteir impenitence and uhbe-* ; 
fief* as they, would be glad to have. But \k this awful 
condition* thejr have generally comfort enough, and toe 
rmich in all reaibn. "* To kiA their felfTrightewi fcopes, 
arid let them fee their guilt and danger, thejr utter 
helpldhefs, aftdyet entire mexcufabtett^,* v tlie kind- 
eft thing that can be done for them.* \ \' < 

vAs to the foundation there is for thediftinAiofi ; i. . 

* v ' • * *. Wr »■ 

•This, Wcter, it ihc grapd ^ c £ic*> ; the grind reafca **f it it 
fiid, it doct oo good, it comes to the GunMiiftf wbea aJIJi deae aod 
hid. The (inner it at hdp!efi,abd at amatol y dependent *fc f<*ereigi» 
jrajsc, if hit inability lies in his difpofhion, a* if toy <hbg elfe wat the 
mthcr with him.' For a? wicke* heart wit« ^ iofftlHbl? fat t maa oat 
oi Mafia, if he it-left to a, at say thing in the world conld.— Heaco 

-very i*s<Aiat writes, cm tltf they mttUKtiftaAtantwaftfrit* 
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? j. ytz kave fecn the hitic is as exprefs and ftrll in ma* 
W*g tfc4 ^Vffcfpce fuppofed* as ir is in aay thing. . ?¥V« 
iiif 'fit pi£jjia* ill the. heart* foul, -mind and iliifcngth ; 
|J>4t ji v ^ pcrfc^Elty willing and faithful pxcruon of all 
-TOf ficdlti^^ they afaj is af] that 

Eq4 f rtquif jcs r of as in ' his* peffeft.law. 'Ndr is there 
^j|p|$P ;inftan?e 6{ a natural iwpo&bHitv's •', being re- 
j|UirMof 'any mani in all the fafcredfs flecoticb; . Nor is it 

jj?|j fj?miicH pf'-^ r ))^aj^.pur n at mal powers werera^ 
pairc^bjfthefel). 'puty^n t3ic othfer hand, We have 
fp^rr liat "tli* ^i^oft ^^Uuei»#r^ impcffibUvaes arerc- 
|qwrc| of all wn» wit^&ju*tbe(lca(fc icrupie* as if there 
VisVip Jfjnd oJdiflWu^ty'Jri itj^pi. .That. a perfect heatf; 
ah4 Vjj£rffd|fc frfe,t*rea* moch j equir&l of men now, as 
if ( iHsy Verb: riot fal]pri : creatures ;. and required of the 
,gre^tcft J|nner ? as, much 4$ o/ the beft Taint. f>lo pecu- 
l)[ar 'prov"^'/ * arc friaude^ in iavoiir bf even the moft ; as 
b^j^n7§/'V^^!^ 9fc*iati|rtaj[fict, any \vhere in fdrifr- 
tfire^bat the ;reafoh .why i^ required tb do 

ktw; *1hc& is liw;iiU,an€l figftt, the* it r is contrary^ tfwr 

and by tBeir" firfl expreffioot ©DC iwjfd rfi olb Taw «hc diftjre&cc,. . mUl ( 
^fop^fe, &tr *N, tMt tWtcuhi. *f taliajjQo'mufl bcJcvd 10 the' 
^^i*of^ticn^ tw^at^f/^^muf} be done, wlicreby finoert -awgr be 
raif&l$0«tf*(^ "Thaf tKirg* ma ft 'not 



jin4 &&$&*&> «h** ;%• >iay W^J fay, tod to flic Tmncr wbofc confi« 



..... . ...._- ^ . *r*fti. 

:i f tp fcrrfcthiipg Iq^fr thab aflpog fpr fcltMilM^or t*ioj 9»%'U 

tve it;# <**4tke tetijfy^cpriil?^ hea>t/is carefully fimitdfd, to M 

8«*ftt for doiogt tfeat are nor ynivwful, ifro' aitojethcj a#. Tba* 

^^WTM^^^M^htn^wWgt inly birbdh i f cr IropciEbUi* 
TO WFfltfV l^d* ^t *#*M^&att t* ioV«fcpiorW>le copdhiciii, ft 
#ttfca, ofctyi ^t rat 4$ra*iiy 4 Mi %*ery one may gt i to hcav ao,m >«/# « , 

1; ' *— - ^*«p*»MWM %f * »]%« Profit 
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inclination, is beeaufe Adam did thatwMchwa^ualaw- 
?ftil andV wrong, fcoiatritf y to his inclinatipri. &r that aft 
«be raafon why a^fcfcfcd heart, *s not inttrely * jfcnoceiiti 
pnd a good excufe,ii beeaufe man brought it AJpon hiiji- 
jfelf, byhis ownfoily arid wickednefs, before ho Had ^ 
fhtpg of it.— We have Jpor, that the way bur Saviour 
took to convince men, their reje&ion'afliim and Iiis gctf; 
pel was their fin,was 4>y fhewing them, it could prpcccjy 
from nothing but the feadpifa Of thjSlf hearts $ and no* , 
by leadlngfhtem to beKcva it was pjriri)ariiy ©wing tot 
mere weaknd* ordiforder in their hifajlkndings % 6ccs$? 
on«d by the Original" fatt. : He readily admitted .ttyt if 
men were blind, or if they litiff ftdt fuf&tient means of 
i«tioirmation and eohvi&ion, their unbelief would be n^ 
'fin** But when he could prove to them that it coulcj 
lac owm£ to nothing but their hating the H^t, becailfe 
their deeds were evil, this' he fuppos'd* fairjy i^pliei| 
their coacfefnftftion, and left them no doak fpr theif ' 
jfe. Nor does it appeal that ahy unbelievers iq thofc 
times, h*d rsfin'd ^fir as to reply in their 'own yipdU 
cation^ that they ftould not help hating the ligfu, bec^uftj 
their heart* were tvU. ' This ieems to be a cloak for i«n- 
|>elief, of >z npr? m*dern invention. \"'" / * \\ 
< 9* VVb haves !Hn that tompun finfc* mop; readily ani^ 
fully give* in to futh a difference as this, in aU conpmtll 
cafes i in every (uppofablc c^fe in which the viridicatioi 
of rour own : character is not concerned, ^e* in'ca&4 
where^men are moft mterefted, ahd>mqlfc ftraitoed for ^ 
pica in their own juftificitioh, they rarely think of plea4| 
tng a bad intention, and ^yer^Wicfeed ^fcart. If a ibm^ , 
when cjueftion'd for a iyfcpofed faulty a&fon, £*a f fitaW ' 
that it was an WcMigKt, jm9 tfotoifrirtg to ijriy ill deliga 
onif he can make appear, f hat tie Kid not * i 



or^apacity* to <id better t^an he Hid Jtfcfc,' art alwayi 
*HowM to be things tO his pqr^fe; But it is ?*ro tfc*$. 
any one undertake! to excufc hiiblelf^as'to toy ttfan* 
ouscemiu&s or omlffl^morduty; whff rcfpe& tftlw ftU 
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ixceeqin^' wicked wd unrighteoy* difp>&UQ*v a&d that 
Ills ^Wr^w^s qui tc as bad a^ his xtnduft* No one, iwr 
tetS he wap <!>uc of hi$ wits, would jtvcr think pf ticking 
"i^tRa plea.asthiS; before a huiTian.GOurt. It is only irt 
letter j of rcli&pi^ *p4 b?fore;f ha/ii vine- xribquaJy ^c*a 
tSdir la(t ? 3ecmr« *tr}^ that criminals the&fehes tkmk 
of making tips plexor that it w9uW*a?yj*ii: any thing, 
(jnleft to their ki^ateii^cotuicmnailon.j 1 ; .; , r . 
v ^ And we have fi;cn, that : the re^foii^hy finders are 
feajfy to look upppt g'wicke^ihfigrt as a- g<*>d excufe w* 
ikattcrsof r^igfotyt U J3ec«£ they «$*« n$ ftjpfe-; thing 
By j it v nbrdojn^:thiBfe; *h^y i^any fud* thing a* a, 
ifeatt .stall wickc|l .'Whw th$y : t^k of gioral 4epravi-*; 
7* effciaoefsm ^ w^t.of'a difpo&ucH* to that which is 
pfodl Sec. ' jTfi^y ^ally , mcaij, ,by fuch cjtprcfliens—fthey 



j&isii ili.yKe reajop. tbp^^^k^^ici 1 h^ar; U: frn excufe . 
*itft te(£e& to thefe t^ing^y .Aj|pj#£&}A ia o«Hrr,/cafes. 
'This is the reafpn why, m their viewj^fu* is4ea&" sod 
lOb&siike fud^a kind of thifig; as my&i^^a*ity be al*.; 

3 ays dead ; ft4iot,b*fdg pofliblp m /b«^atureof *hii>gs 
teritlhould be alive, longer than, only juifc JO; brirtgv 
itlfttf intoexiften<?e ! / .. ... , ; ^ .. fc .u 

*It may therefore, notwithftaRdiag thisfce«iiig\W-? 
ecption, well fc# *<pnfidered as a quite ^niy^rik} dilate of 
etfirifyori fenfe,.that t£e wantot a heart,; Mid the waitt.of 
natural capacity, ig regard to c^ftu^$g men, arc jntkely 
deferent things,. ov .. .^ t ; fc/.",. : - i.' * 

J*3»'^!JVjc iuyefeen^K^^ founda- i 

Uj6n fdr thisf deeiflon of thcmoral fenie, and of the fcrip- 
tifce^a* 5 $tif£i\y as it #ifcbvcrs any thing of a moral na- 
t tfrfc.'* *Wje have feea that an abiliqy. to a& otherways ± 
tfiM^lig?eeabFy ^o our own hearts, would only be ana- 
bilftjr tri a& bnlreely apd if conftrjunt* . : That adtioqa 
^SeK^jy be done e^htfary po, or witjiyoys our • waIUi * 
ar* a<5$tJns fci which , % w cahinot ihreaibn be accountable. 
*^ v - — - That 
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That only taking sway moral neccflXty, the ncceffity of 
men's aftingor not a€ting, according to tbeir own dif- 
pofition and choice, unavoidably fubjc&s then to a fatal 
geceffity, a neceffity ofa&ing othcrways than they would 
chufe, or whether they will or no. Reafon plainly teach- 
es, that things done Onder that neceflity which arifes 
from our own hearts, and that which is againft the®, 
are juft as different, as things in which we are the ar- 
gents, and things in which we are not :—Juft as differ- 
ent as Peter's girding hirafelf when he was young, and 
going whither he would, and his being girded after- 
wards, and carried whether he would not: — Juft as difc 
fe rental a man's wilfully murdering himfelf, and his be- 
ing murdered by another, in fpite oi all he could do if* 
his own defence. — We have feen, that if Want of holi-* 
nefs excufes a perfon in being unholy, and if a difpofiti- 
on to finexcufc^a perfon in finning, then every unholy 
creature,, every (inner in the univerfe, is perfectly exraf* 
abl±. 

Thus ifferipfure* reafin $ and emmm-fenfe* s^ll concur- 
ring in the fulled manner, can confirm any thijig, o»i ef- 
fential difference betwixt natural. and moral inability, 
the inability which arifes from our own hearts, and that 
anting from any other quarter, is mod fully confirmed. 
Nor can any one fay that thefe two kinds of can't, coma 
to the fame thing,, as to excufin-g men, without eontra- 
di&ing the htghelk degree* of every kind of evidence we can 
have, of any moral truth. — u He that hath an ear, let 
him hear/' 

E R R A 7 A. 

PAGE ii. Hot } for internal, retd imfinmL p. 29. 1. 14. for in* 
fuppombly, read sitfmpportmVt: p. 47. .1. 6. from bottom* for 
jarodo&oat, r« fir nfu ft torn, p. 56. I. 13. from bot. for not, r. no. p* 
<Sj- !• 19- for (trongty t.ftrangtfj. p. 64. I. 6. from bot. fordifpot'd* 

*• iifftf 4* gp» Some l^f material errors are emitted* 
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